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This chapter describes how to use Oracle Enterprise Repository for governance and describes roles, assets, projects, and reports.
This chapter includes the following sections:
Governance must address the control and management of entire business processes, trace the relationship of services to other assets in the enterprise, and show how the collection of these elements in a service-oriented architecture (SOA) has a direct impact on the effectiveness of the business itself. The combination of Oracle Enterprise Repository and Service Registry, Oracle Web Service Manager, and Oracle Management Pack for SOA forms the technology foundation for SOA governance throughout the SOA lifecycle.
The Oracle Enterprise Repository provides the following value to customers:
This section describes the following best practice processes:
To log in to Oracle Enterprise Repository, perform the following steps:
Note: If your organization requires a user name and password each time you log in to Oracle Enterprise Repository, ensure that the Enable Automatic Login box is unchecked. |
After you have logged in, you will see the Oracle Enterprise Repository home page, as shown in Figure 1-1. This page can be customized by the system administrator to display resources, assets, and news relevant to your company.
The Oracle Enterprise Repository Menu Bar
The Oracle Enterprise Repository menu bar runs across the top of the console, and enables you to navigate to the various tools and features within Oracle Enterprise Repository.
The actual links that appear in the menu bar are determined by the permissions granted to your specific role. These links point to corresponding Oracle Enterprise Repository screens, each with specific features and functionality, including:
Click to use, submit, edit, and manage assets, as determined by the access settings for your assigned role.
Visible and accessible only to users in the appropriate role.
Click to create, manage, and search for projects, and to assign users to projects.
Click to view information about assets you have produced or consumed, assets that are assigned to you for review and approval, projects to which you are assigned, your saved searches, or assets to which you have subscribed.
Click to view a number of standard reports based on asset usage, value, and compliance. You can create your own custom reports using the reposting tool of your choice. Custom reports can be added to the Reports page.
Click to submit requests to the designated registrar, such as a request for an asset that is unavailable in the registry.
Provides general information about using Oracle Enterprise Repository.
The Oracle Enterprise Repository Home page can be customized to highlight your company's news and policies. This page includes embedded features that display information about new additions to the repository, the most frequently used assets, and a list of users who have achieved the highest levels of asset reuse. As an alternative, your company can substitute its own home page. In addition, you can create different Home pages that can be displayed based on the user's role. In this way, Business Analysts can see a different set of information than Architects or Development resources. Think of this page as a configurable portal that enables your organization to promote initiatives to all Oracle Enterprise Repository users.
Note: These custom home pages would require users to have some exposure to JSP or HTML development as well as the application server's deployment and properties files in order to effectively configure this feature. |
The login indicator, located in the bottom right corner of any Oracle Enterprise Repository page, indicates the user name under which you are currently logged in. A logout link is also provided.
To log out:
Oracle Enterprise Repository users are defined by roles. Each role has certain permissions that enable users to fulfill specific tasks.
The default roles shipped with Oracle Enterprise Repository are described below. (The Admin page, visible only to users with the appropriate access settings, enables the names of these roles to be changed to suit organizational needs. The Admin page also provides the means to change Access Settings.)
This section describes how you can work with assets in Oracle Enterprise Repository. This section includes the following topics:
You can find assets in Oracle Enterprise Repository using various methods. This section includes some of the methods to find assets in Oracle Enterprise Repository:
This procedure is performed on the Oracle Enterprise Repository Assets page.
The detail of the first item in the results list automatically opens in the lower frame, as shown Figure 1-4.
This procedure is performed in the Search box in the sidebar of the Assets page.
Figure 1-5 Search Pane
This procedure is also performed in the Search box on the Assets page by entering the appropriate search terms in the text box, as shown in Figure 1-7. You can search for specific fields, such as Name, Description, and WSDL. However, you cannot search for custom data fields. Also, cmee.search.specific.field
should be enabled to search for specific field.
name:myAsset
description:myAsset or desc:myAsset
Example: wsdl:myService
Search results appear in the upper section of the main pane.
Note: When changes are made to a custom data field, a log is created indicating that a field has changed. However, the specific details of that change are empty. |
Using the More Search Options feature involves a cascading series of selections and features to create a refined set of search parameters. Selections made at each step in the process determines the specific features and functions displayed in the More Search Options dialog.
This procedure is performed in the Search box in the sidebar of the Assets page.
The More Search Options dialog remains open to allow search refinement. The More Search Options dialog contains the Consumption Method list, as shown in Figure 1-10, which gets displayed only if you install the Harvester Solution Pack.
For more information about using the Consumption Method list, see "Using Consumption Method" in Oracle Fusion Middleware Configuration Guide for Oracle Enterprise Repository.
This procedure is performed in the More Search Options dialog.
Note: Registration Status is available as a search filtering option only if the Oracle Enterprise Repository Assets in Progress option is activated. |
The More Search Options dialog remains open to allow search refinement.
This procedure is performed in the More Search Options dialog.
The More Search Options dialog remains open to allow search refinement.
This procedure is performed in the More Search Options dialog.
Note that the available options in the Select a Field list are determined by the selections made in Filtering More Search Options by Type and/or Registration Status, above.
Search results appear in the upper frame of the main pane of the Assets page. The More Search Options dialog remains open in the background.
Note:
|
Certain fields are available for searching on all asset types. These fields are identified by a unique field name, and can be included in criteria for searching for assets of any type. This procedure is performed in the More Search Options dialog.
import.information
or internal.import.summary
from the Select a Field list, as shown in Figure 1-15. The optional Enter an XPath field is displayed.
For example, an XPath of /properties/source s
earches for assets that were submitted to the Repository from Workspace Studio. And an XPath of /properties/sync-date
searches for the date that submission from Workspace Studio occurred.
This procedure is performed on the Assets page.
The Saved Searches feature must be activated before searches can be saved.
For more information, see Oracle Fusion Middleware Configuration Guide for Oracle Enterprise Repository.
The saved searches are also listed in the Saved Searches section in the My Stuff page, as shown in Figure 1-19.
From the Assets page:
These procedures are performed in the Saved Searches section in the My Stuff page.
Executing a Saved Search
Editing a Saved Search
Factors Affecting Search Results
(This feature works only in the Internet Explorer browser.)
Option 1:
Option 2:
The EasyLink icon is displayed on assets and saved searches, as shown in Figure 1-20. These icons are standard HTML image links that can copied to the clipboard and pasted into documents or email messages as pointers to specific registry artifacts. EasyLinks can also be dragged and dropped onto the desktop.
The Asset Detail can be viewed in tabular or frame format. The Asset Detail page provides a wide variety of information on the use, functionality, and history of an asset, as shown in Figure 1-21. Typically, asset metadata is provided by the asset producer and is reviewed by the registrars before presentation through Oracle Enterprise Repository. The information that is captured and displayed can be customized by your organization through the Asset Editor and Type Manager.
After performing an asset search, click any asset listed in the search results to open its Asset Detail in the bottom frame.
Search results on the Asset Search in the Web Console are now limited by default, to improve initial search performance. The number of results is configurable on the Admin | System Properties screen: "cmee.search.assets.maxresults
".If a search exceeds the maximum number of results, the search results screen shows a result count like "Results (1000 of 2345)", and a link "Show All" that brings back all of the results.
There are navigation icons in the title area of the asset detail. These icons offer a variety of viewing and navigation options to aid in the evaluation of assets.
The Tabbed View places the information from each element in the default asset detail on its own tab. When viewing assets of the same type in Tabbed View mode, the selected tab appears for each asset selected from the search results, facilitating easy comparison of asset information. When viewing assets of different types, the selected tab appears only if the assets have the tab in common. Otherwise, the system defaults to the first tab listed in the asset detail.
Within the context of Oracle Enterprise Repository, Affinity is the condition that occurs when two or more assets are deployed in the same project. The Affinity element appears in the asset detail for each asset that meets this condition, and lists other assets that have (deployed) projects in common.
Figure 1-24 Affinity
Affinity provides valuable contextual information on asset use.
The Navigator provides a dynamic graphical representation of the inter-relationships among assets and projects.
Prerequisite
For information about activating the Oracle Enterprise Repository Navigator, see "Projects and Navigator" section in Oracle Fusion Middleware Configuration Guide for Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Click the Launch the Navigator icon in the detail display of any asset or project. The Navigator page is displayed, as shown in Figure 1-25.
The upper area of the Navigator presents a dynamic, graphical display of the selected asset and all related assets and projects. The selected asset appears in the center of the upper area of the Navigator display, as indicated by the asset icon within a blue circle. Any related assets and producing (the Producing Projects feature must be enabled) and/or consuming projects are displayed as nodes branching off the center. When a Project is centered, all parent and child projects are displayed, as are all assets produced or consumed by the project.
The lower frame of the Navigator presents the asset's detail, similar to the display on the Assets page.
The Select Relationship menu displays a list of relationships relevant to the in-focus asset, as shown in Figure 1-26.
Click any relationship in the Select Relationship list to view a list of assets or projects bearing the specified relationship to the focus asset. Click any item in that list to move that item to the center of the Navigator display.
Right-click any node in the display to open a menu of display options. The available options are determined by the type of node and its current display state.
Enables items in the display to be dragged around the window to aid viewing.
If you right-click the any node other the node in the centre, the following options are visible to you:
Shifts the focus to the selected item, and displays any available related assets or projects. (Does not change the detail display in the bottom pane.) Action can also be toggled by single-clicking the node icon.
Double-clicking any relationship node (Depends on, Producing Projects, and so on) expands or collapses the node.
The Asset Detail frame on the Assets page provides a wide variety of information on the use, functionality, and history of an asset. The asset details on an asset can be exported in any one of the following forms:
You can export asset details to an excel file using the following methods:
This procedure is performed on the Assets page.
Note: The Export to Excel option is displayed, only when the |
Assets are listed horizontally; Asset Detail elements are indicated by the light-green background (Overview and Taxonomy in the example above).
When assets of multiple types are exported, each type is assigned to a different worksheet tab. Note the following:
Note: To use Export Policies To Excel from Asset Search Results Page, perform the following steps:
|
This procedure is performed on the Assets page.
Note: The specific configuration of each asset type template determines the asset detail elements that are exported to the spreadsheet. |
This procedure is performed on the Assets page.
Note:
|
You can export the asset details to PDF from the Asset Detail pane.
If the Adobe Acrobat plug-in is installed, the browser opens the PDF. Otherwise, you are prompted to save or open the file.
Use the Type and Asset Function list as necessary to refine the search.
When enabled, the Export to ZIP feature allows the export of asset information to a ZIP file, through a menu selection on the asset search results screen.
This procedure is performed in the Search Results frame on the Assets page.
Using/Downloading an asset enables users to obtain the payload files associated with an asset. For Service assets, the WSDL file might be included as the asset payload. Using/Downloading an asset also initiates asset usage tracking. You have to select the project on which you are using the asset, and the usage is attributed to that project. Email notifications can be initiated after a configurable period of time that ask the user to indicate whether they are still evaluating the asset, have tentatively accepted it for use, or have rejected it.
Perform the following steps to download an asset and its associated files for evaluation.
The Use - Download page is displayed, as shown in Figure 1-31.
Figure 1-32 Use - Download Page
Click the Get File icon. The File Download dialog is displayed.
Proceed with the download as necessary.
Users subscribed to an asset are automatically notified by email if a new version has been created or registered. Manual notification can also be used to communicate any metadata changes to the asset.
Send me information updates about this asset.
Individuals who have used an asset can provide a written review and a rating for the asset. These reviews are useful to other users, as well as to those who manage the assets. It provides an opportunity for users to share their experiences with others in the community.
Follow these steps to rate an asset and to submit a review.
This procedure is performed on the Assets page.
Note: You can disable this requirement by entering |
Note: For information about advanced asset submission and the use of the Asset Editor and the Type Manager, see Oracle Fusion Middleware Configuration Guide for Oracle Enterprise Repository. |
Projects are the primary means of gathering metrics in Oracle Enterprise Repository. Oracle Enterprise Repository tracks assets produced by projects, as well as assets consumed by projects. Oracle Enterprise Repository users are assigned to projects, and when a user submits a new asset, they are prompted for the producing project. Likewise, when a user wants to reuse an asset, they are prompted for the project on which the asset is reused. This enables Oracle Enterprise Repository to generate reports on the reuse savings per project. It also enables Oracle Enterprise Repository to report on the savings generated by asset production teams. Projects are also hierarchical, which enables organizations to, for example, establish a program that can spawn many projects.
Projects are also a channel for governance practices. Oracle Enterprise Repository Compliance Templates (usually taking the form of Architecture Blueprints or Project Profiles) can be applied to projects.
The Oracle Enterprise Repository Projects page provides access to tools for creating and managing projects, as shown in Figure 1-38.
Project information can be displayed as a series of portlets or tabs.
Project information includes a project description, and indicates the assigned department, start date, estimated hours, and project status.
Compliance Templates
Displays the Compliance Template(s) assigned to the project, as shown in Figure 1-39.
Consumed Assets
Lists any assets used in (or under consideration for use in) the project, as shown in Figure 1-40.
Click the Zoom icon next to any listed asset to display its Reported Asset Value.
Figure 1-41 Reported Asset Value of Asset
Produced Assets
Lists any assets produced by the project, as shown in Figure 1-42.
Users
Lists all users associated with the project, and each user's role on the project (leader/members), as shown in Figure 1-43. Project leaders have the ability to assign a Reported Asset Value value to assets consumed by the project.
Related Projects
When enabled, lists any related projects, and defines the relationships in parent/child terms.
The My Stuff page provides each user with a personalized Oracle Enterprise Repository home page.
Figure 1-44 Oracle Enterprise Repository Assets Home Page
The My Stuff page includes several elements, as described below:
Lists all the assets assigned to a user for review and processing as part of the asset registration process. You can base your search for assets by selecting Assignee depending on the options below:
You can also base your search for assets on the registration status of an asset. The registration status that can assigned to any asset are as follows:
After you selected the values in the Assignee and Registration Status fields, enter a search string in the Enter Search String field and click Search. The result of your search is displayed on right-side of the screen.
Lists assets that you submitted.
Click any listed asset to:
The left pane options available are:
The Search My Assets pane enables you to list assets according to Registration status. For more information, see Oracle Fusion Middleware Configuration Guide for Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Lists In-Process assets with a survey status of Still Evaluating and the project to which the asset is associated.
Click any listed asset to:
Lists Closed and Open projects to which the user is assigned. The options available on the left pane are as follows:
Click any listed project to view the following details:
Lists all the asset subscriptions for user notification of updates.
To unsubscribe to an asset, select the asset that you want to unsubscribe and then click the Unsubscribe button. A confirmation dialog opens, click OK.
Click any listed asset to view the asset details. The names and descriptions of the various tabs available are as follows:
Lists all saved searches. This option enables you to search for a particular search and save it for future use.
Click any listed search to display the search results, as shown in Figure 1-45.
To delete a saved search, you must select the saved search, and then click the Delete button.
Email Notifications
Lists all members of the distribution list.
Figure 1-46 Email Notifications
Change Password
Enables you to change the password to Oracle Enterprise Repository. This has the following fields:
Enter the above credentials and click the Change Password button.
This section discusses the Oracle Enterprise Repository reports that are available in the Reports page, as shown in Figure 1-47.
This section describes the Oracle Enterprise Repository report types.
Project Portfolio Productivity Reports
Project Portfolio Productivity reports show the overall productivity of project teams, including their level of compliance with prescribed asset usage requirements, and the value they have realized by leveraging the existing asset portfolio. The reports also spotlight each project team's contribution to the asset portfolio. Project portfolio productivity reports include:
Shows the individual assets used in a project, as well as the hours saved by using the asset. Managers can use this report to reward groups or individuals for reusing assets; architects and registrars can use the report to spot emerging standards in a portfolio. Managers can also use this report to quantify the value produced for clients.
Shows individual assets used in a project, as well as the hours saved by using the asset. Managers can use this report to reward groups or individuals for reusing assets; architects and registrars can use the report to spot emerging standards in a portfolio. Managers can also use this report, with project leads, to quantify value produced for clients.
Shows the Compliance Templates applied to projects and whether the project is in compliance with the template.
Asset Portfolio Management Reports
Used primarily by architects and registrars, these reports show the quality, status, and value of the asset portfolio. These reports also monitor asset supply and demand, as well as assist with asset portfolio taxonomy refinements. The reports included within this group are as follows:
Shows a summary of the policy status (pass, fail, unknown) for an organization's entire asset portfolio. The report then enables users to view a list of assets for each status (for example, all of the assets that are failing). The detailed reports list all policies applied to each asset, and the status of all policy assertions.
Shows the number of assets used, how frequently each asset was used and the total savings in reuse time. Architects and registrars can use the report to find the most valuable and valued assets.
Shows consumer ratings for assets. Architects and registrars can use the report to chart the perceived value of assets, while producers and maintainers can use the report as a feedback mechanism.
Shows the reasons why an asset was rejected for use in a project. Architects and registrars can use this report to gauge the level of demand for specific assets, while producers and maintainers can use the report as a feedback mechanism.
Shows the asset name, type and status (active, inactive, and so on). Registrars can use this report to determine the level of asset lifecycle maintenance required for the asset portfolio.
Shows individual assets used in a project, as well as the hours saved by using the asset. Managers can use this report to reward groups or individuals for reusing assets; architects and registrars can use the report to spot emerging standards in a portfolio. Managers can also use this report, with project leads, to quantify value produced for clients.
Shows the consumer reported savings associated with an asset, along with the predicted value of the assets. Managers can use this report to refine the numbers used to calculate predicted net hours. Architects and registrars can use this report to identify the most used and valuable assets in the registry. Producers and maintainers can use this report to determine actual asset value as realized by consumers and identify ongoing changes and enhancements to assets in the registry.
Shows a summary of all policies in an organization's policy portfolio, and the number of assets that are passing, failing, or have an unknown status. This report also shows a detailed list of the assets that are governed by each policy, and the number of assertions that are passing, failing, or have an unknown status.
Shows the number of results of each search parameter. Architects and registrars can use this report to define taxonomies.
Shows the search parameters in a search that produced no results. Ultimately, the report shows areas of unmet demand in the registry. Registrars and architects can use this report to refine taxonomies.
Shows the search parameters in searches that returned the most results. This report can be used by architects and registrars to determine if users are finding required information in the registry. The report can also be used to refine taxonomies.
Indicates asset status in the approval cycle. Registrars can use this report to determine scheduling for assets requiring work.
Shows specific subscribers to asset information. This report can be used by architects and registrars to determine the level of demand on assets in the portfolio.
Asset Release Management Reports
Used primarily by asset producers and maintainers, these reports inform these users about asset refinements and enhancements, determine the effect of an asset change to the consumer community and consuming projects. In addition, these reports identify stakeholders who must be notified about changes. Asset release management reports include:
Shows the names of deployed assets and the projects with which they are associated. Used by producers, maintainers, and project leads to assess the effect of change to an asset.
Lists the assets selected for use in specific projects. Used by producers, maintainers, and project leads to assess the potential impact of changes to an asset.
Shows consumer ratings for assets. Architects and registrars can use the report to chart the perceived value of assets, while producers and maintainers can use the report as a feedback mechanism.
Lists the reasons an asset was rejected for use in a project. Architects and registrars can use this report to gauge the level of demand for specific assets, while producers and maintainers can use the report as a feedback mechanism.
Indicates the consumer reported savings associated with an asset, along with the predicted value of the assets. Managers can use this report to refine the numbers used to calculate predicted net hours. Architects and registrars can use this report to identify the most used and valuable assets in the registry. Producers and maintainers can use this report to determine actual asset value as realized by consumers and identify ongoing changes and enhancements to assets in the registry.
Shows specific subscribers to asset information. This report can be used by architects and registrars to determine the level of demand on assets in the portfolio.
These reports allow individual users to quantify the value of their contributions to the organization. They also inform department heads about the performance of the producers, consumers, and project leads in their organizations. The performance reports presently included in Oracle Enterprise Repository include:
Shows the assets used in a project, as well as the hours saved by using the asset. Managers can use this report to reward groups or individuals for reusing assets; architects and registrars can use the report to spot emerging standards in a portfolio. Managers can also use this report, with project leads, to quantify value produced for clients.
Used primarily by various managers, these reports expose the value that the program brings to the organization (ROI) and indicates whether the program successfully meets goals, demonstrates program growth and progress and serves as the basis for incentives and governance. The program management reports include:
Shows the names of active and unapproved users and the number of times that they logged in. The system administrator or security administrator can use this report to reallocate registry licenses.
Shows the names of active and unapproved users who have never logged in. The system administrator or security administrator can use this report to reallocate registry licenses.
Shows the number of assets used, how frequently each asset was used and the total savings in reuse time. Architects and registrars can use the report to find the most valuable and valued assets.
Shows the consumer-reported savings associated with an asset, along with the predicted value of the assets. Managers can use this report to refine the numbers used to calculate predicted net hours. Architects and registrars can use this report to identify the most used and valuable assets in the registry. Producers and maintainers can use this report to determine actual asset value as realized by consumers and identify ongoing changes and enhancements to assets in the registry.
Shows the password changes made for users. The report can be used by security administrators or system administrators to identify security breaches.
Shows the names of producers, the number of assets submitted and registered, number of use instances, and the estimated time saved by asset consumers.
Shows specific subscribers to asset information. This report can be used by architects and registrars to determine the level of demand on assets in the portfolio.
Oracle Enterprise Repository enables you to add custom reports to the Reports page. All custom Reports must be generated by a reporting engine external to Oracle Enterprise Repository and must be exposed by a URL. On the Reports page, the custom report can be given a name, description, and a link to it.
Important! If custom reports are added in this fashion, then the directory containing the reports must be backed up and protected during future upgrades of Oracle Enterprise Repository.
The Oracle Enterprise Repository Reports subsystem is built from a collection of .toc (table of contents), .jod (an XML representation of the internal report GUI), and .xml(Oracle Enterprise Repository Report definition) files. These files reside within the WEBINF/config/reports
directory of the Oracle Enterprise Repository web application. To construct a custom report, a .toc file must be modified and a .xml file must be created. The .jod
files have nothing to do with this customization and should not be modified.
Oracle provides a custom.toc file for the table of contents beneath the Custom section of the Reports page. A customreports.xml
file is also included, and which must be copied and named to something for the report.
The steps to configure custom reports in Oracle Enterprise Repository are as follows:
WEB-INF/config/reports
directory for your deployed instance of Oracle Enterprise Repository. customreports.xml
to a new name that represents the report. The extension must be .xml (For example, CustomerReportA.xml
). customreports.xml
to name it, describe it, and add a link to the report, as follows: <report name='CustomerReportA'>
). <displayName>Report A</ displayName>
). <description>This describes Report A.</description>
). <externalLink>http://www.example.com/reports/CustomerReportA?cmd=execute</externalLink>
). WEB-INF/config/reports
directory. This is where Oracle Enterprise Repository looks for all report files. The report is now created. custom.toc
file to add the newly created report to the Reports area of Oracle Enterprise Repository. <report name='CustomerReportA'>
) custom.toc
and .xml
files for the report. These copies are required after upgrades since the upgrade resets the files. This procedure is performed on the Reports page. You must install and configure the Oracle Business Intelligence Publisher (BI Publisher) to run a report.
This chapter describes how to use the Asset Editor in Oracle Enterprise Repository to configure categories, relationships, rejection reasons, repositories, and vendors.
This chapter includes the following sections:
The Asset Editor is used to administer assets and to configure assets and types. Categories, relationships, rejection reasons, repositories, and vendors are also configured within the Asset Editor.
The specifics of configuration depend on your organization's guidelines, and may differ slightly from the options discussed here.
This procedure is performed on the Oracle Enterprise Repository Assets screen.
A number of system options can be configured from the Actions menu in the Asset Editor.
Defines/identifies the single- and multiple-selection lists used as metadata elements in asset displays.
Enter an appropriate list item name in the text box next to the Add button.
Click Add.
Determines where the files relevant to assets in Oracle Enterprise Repository are stored.
Accesses files on an FTP server
Accesses files on a web server
Accesses files on a secure web server
Accesses files using a Windows or Samba share
Access files through a raw URI.
Access files through a raw SCM. Enables the selection of SCM Types, including CVS, Perforce, and Other. The selected SCM type automatically populates the Download Path URI Suffix field, but the field can be modified however necessary.
Accesses the Perforce source control management system
Accesses the PVCS source control management system
Accesses the ChangeMan DS source control management system
Accesses the ClearCase source control management system
Accesses the CVS source control management system (requires either ViewCVS or similar product configured)
Accesses the ClearCase or other SCM control management system
Accesses the ClearQuest defect tracking system
Categorizations determine how assets are organized and viewed. They can also be applied in a similar fashion to projects.
Relationships define the connection, interaction, or interdependence between assets. If so configured, assets subject to a specific relationship to an asset that has been selected for use (that is, the Use - Download button has been clicked) can also be downloaded.
The selected direction affects the information displayed in the Source Asset and Target Asset text boxes. For example, in a two-way relationship, the target and source are interdependent, whereas Two-way -- order matters can be used to describe the relationship between sequential versions of an asset, for example, the relationship between Asset v0.90 and Asset v1.0.
There are also system-supplied relationships in Oracle Enterprise Repository with limited read-only functionality to end users. Unlike standard asset relationships, system-supplied relationships are used in a context that requires their name and direction to be immutable. Therefore, these relationships cannot be added, deleted, or modified by users, except where otherwise noted.
Determines the selection of Rejection Reasons available to users who reject previously used/downloaded assets. Rejection Reasons provide valuable local community feedback on assets.
Defines/identifies vendors providing assets to the repository.
This function enables a user (with the appropriate privileges) to submit assets through the Asset Editor rather that through the Web Console. This enables the user to enter more asset details upon submission. This procedure is performed in the Asset Editor. (Access to the Asset Editor is determined by the role to which the user is assigned.)
The asset is submitted for review and registration.
Migration refers to the transfer of metadata and files from one asset, compliance template, or Policy to another, usually of the same type. Since it is easier to edit metadata than to recreate it, this function enables users to quickly create different versions of assets, compliance templates, or policies. For example, to create JavaComponent v1.0, one would migrate the metadata and files from JavaComponent v0.90, then make the necessary changes in the metadata for the v1.0 asset. When migrating an asset the new asset must have a different name, version number, or both. Migration does NOT remove the original asset from Oracle Enterprise Repository.
It is also possible to migrate an asset, compliance template, or policy to a different type. However, differing metadata elements does not transfer. For example, if the originating asset type uses a table on one of its tabs and is migrated to an asset type that does not have the same table element, the table and its metadata does not migrate. The table metadata element would have to be created in the new asset type.
This procedure is performed in the Asset Editor.
The Copy/Migrate dialog is displayed, as shown in Figure 2-19.
Migrating assets between dissimilar types affects the display of asset information in the asset detail and in the Asset Editor.
The migrated asset appears in the Asset Editor, as shown in Figure 2-20.
The registrar can assign a status to the asset using the Administration tab in the Asset Editor.
The status assigned to any asset that is available for use.
The status assigned to any asset in the repository but unavailable for general use. An inactive asset can be re-activated or retired. Inactive assets show up in a search, but cannot be selected for use (the Use - Download button is not displayed).
The status assigned to any asset in the repository that is retired from general use. A retired asset can be re-activated or made inactive. Retired assets cannot be selected for use (the Use - Download button is not displayed), nor do they show up in a search; however, they would be available as related assets to active or inactive assets in the repository.
The status assigned to any asset that is removed from the repository. Deleted assets cannot be recovered or have their status reassigned.
This procedure is performed in the Asset Editor. Any changes to an asset's status are automatically saved by the Asset Editor.
Note: Depending on the assigned status, the asset may disappear from the tree (Deleted) or be unavailable for user searches (Retired). |
This chapter describes how to use the Type Manager to control the organization and display of information for each artifact as it appears in the Asset Editor and in the Asset Detail in Oracle Enterprise Repository.
This chapter includes the following sections:
Each artifact in Oracle Enterprise Repository falls under one of three general headings:
Each of these headings is represented by a variety of Types:
These types are patterns, various instances of which are created to accommodate the diverse artifacts that can be managed within Oracle Enterprise Repository. For example:
Types determine both the display of information for, and the taxonomy of, all of the artifacts (assets, compliance templates, policies) in Oracle Enterprise Repository. Oracle Enterprise Repository ships with several types. These can be modified, or new types can be created using the Type Manager.
The Type Manager controls the organization and display of information for each artifact as it appears in the Asset Editor and in the Asset Detail.
This procedure is performed in the Asset Editor.
Each type has an Editor and a Viewer.
Information relevant to the configuration of the Editor and the Viewer views for each type is stored in XML files in the database. The Type Manager loads the XML files into a GUI, which enables the creation, modification, and deletion of types. After the type is saved, the data is assembled in XML and loaded into the database.
The Editor controls the organization and display of information for assets/compliance templates of the particular type as they appear in the Asset Editor.
Figure 3-2 Editor Tab
The Editor display is divided into three sections:
Includes the type name, the usage status selector, the type icon selector, and a Preview button, which displays the asset, compliance template, or policy type as seen through the Asset Editor.
Includes a list of available tabs for the type. These tabs correspond to tabs displayed in the Asset Editor view of an asset/compliance template. Click any listed tab to display its elements in the Elements section, just below the Tabs section.
The elements of any tab listed in the Tabs section are displayed here when the item is clicked.
Several buttons appear to the right of the Tabs and Elements sections:
These actions can be applied to any item listed in the Tabs or Elements sections. Simply select the item, and then click the appropriate button.
The elements listed below are required for valid Types. They can be renamed, but cannot be removed from a type.
The Viewer controls the organization and display of information for assets, compliance templates, or policies of the particular type as they appear in the Assets section of Oracle Enterprise Repository (the general user view of asset/compliance template information).
Figure 3-3 Viewer Tab
The Viewer display is divided into three main sections:
Lists all elements available for display.
Includes Column One and Column Two. These correspond to the two main columns in the main asset display in Oracle Enterprise Repository. Use the buttons on the right to configure the elements in the respective columns.
Click any item in Groups -- Column One or Groups -- Column Two to display the respective item's elements in the Elements section. Use the buttons on the right to configure these elements.
Caution: Changes made to Types affect the display of all assets assigned to that type. |
To preserve database integrity, only Types to which no assets are currently associated can be deleted.
Note: This action can alter reuse measurements. |
Tabs should be positioned on a Type in a logical sequence that accommodates the registration workflow. For example, in the Framework asset type (shipped with Oracle Enterprise Repository), it is intuitive to complete the General information first. The Documentation and Testing tabs, being very similar, are located near each other. The actual registration step, the last in the workflow process, is performed on the Administration tab. For that reason the Administration tab is system generated and intentionally fixed in its position.
Whenever a tab is approved, a TabApprovedEvent event is triggered. This event along with the tab name and certain other metadata is sent to the workflows for processing. This event is used by the Multi-Tier workflows where depending on the tab approved and depending on the configuration, the workflows decide if the next tier in the approval process needs to be assigned or not.
Also, the users can wire the TabApprovedEvent event to any of the pre-defined workflows such as ChangeAssetLifecycle. So, this is also tied to the Tab names.
You can add additional tabs in the Type Manager. Perform the following steps:
To change the position of a tab, perform the following steps:
Figure 3-10 Tabs List
To edit a selected tab, perform the following steps:
Note: Deleting a tab deletes all data associated with the tab. |
To delete a tab, perform the following steps:
All tabs can be deleted from a type, except for those containing any of the following required elements:
The system prevents the deletion of any tab containing any of these elements. To delete a tab containing any of these elements the elements must first be moved to another tab.
A variety of Elements can be added to tabs to accommodate the management and presentation of asset metadata. Some of these Elements are single-use: they are used only once in a type. Once assigned, single-use elements no longer appear in the list of available elements. The properties for each element type are listed below.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
A validation rule for the maximum length of data in the field; accepts numeric entries.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
A validation rule for the minimum value of data in the field; accepts numeric entries.
A validation rule for the maximum value of data in the field; accepts numeric entries.
A validation rule for specifying the number of decimal places of data in the field; accepts numeric entries.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If Yes is selected, the check box is automatically checked on new assets of the same type.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
List of available data that populates the list; the Configure button enables configuration of the values.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
List of alphanumeric and numeric values; the Configure enables configuration of either alphanumeric or numeric values.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
If checked, the field appears in More Search Options for that type.
List of available data that populates the list; the Configure button enables configuration of new or existing values.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor
Data entry area
If checked, the field must be populated with data before the asset is saved.
Each element is a column of the table and follows the same rules as the element type.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
List of various categorizations available in Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
The Entry Type which contains the XML-Formatted Entry Type.
The xpath used to find the metadata within the given Metadata Type.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Element label that appears in the Asset Editor.
Numeric Text elements contain numeric information and are often used with reports (see above). The following example adds a Numeric Text element to the Overview tab of a Type to create a reporting field.
The Select an Element Type to Add dialog is displayed, as shown in Figure 3-19.
Figure 3-20 Edit Numeric Text Field Dialog
You can add images to Type Manager icons. This section includes the following topics:
images/tree/enterprise/asset
subdirectory in the host directory for Oracle Enterprise Repository installation files. To add icon elements:
icons.xml
file in the images/tree/enterprise/asset
subdirectory. icons.xml
as necessary to add icon elements for the new GIF images. This procedure is performed in the Type Manager.
The Select Icon dialog is displayed, as shown in Figure 3-22.
Every asset submitted to Oracle Enterprise Repository is automatically tagged with an Oracle Enterprise Repository-specific ID number, which is used in the organization and management of assets. However, in certain environments or situations it may be advantageous for an organization to assign an additional custom identification key to specific assets. For example, a Unique ID key might be used to enforce uniqueness when relating an asset to a resource or asset in a system external to Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Oracle Enterprise Repository's Unique ID feature enables users with access to the Type Manager to add the Unique ID element to selected asset and/or compliance template types. Only one Unique ID element can be added per type. This Unique ID element then appears in the Asset Editor display of assets of the selected types.
Users with access to the Asset Editor can assign a Unique ID key to these assets/compliance templates by adding the appropriate information in the Unique ID text box.
The uniqueness of each ID key can be enforced across the entire system, or limited to enforcement within a specific type. For example, when enforced across the entire system, no two assets, regardless of type, can be assigned the same Unique ID key. When enforced within a type, no two assets of the same type can be assigned the same key. However, the same Unique ID can be assigned multiple assets of different types. Within the Asset Editor, any attempt to save an asset with a Unique ID key that has already been assigned to another asset results in a error message.
The specific Type Manager configuration of the Unique ID element determines whether the element and information contained therein is visible to users in the asset detail display for individual assets in Oracle Enterprise Repository.
This procedure is performed in the Type Manager.
Note: The properties associated with the Unique ID element must be enabled in the System Settings section of the Admin screen. |
The elements assigned to that tab appear in the Elements section, as shown in Figure 3-24.
To include the Unique ID element in a custom report, the schema information for this element is required. This metadata is stored in a table which can be joined to the Assets table and is populated based on the value of certain System Settings. The location of the metadata and rules that control it are specified in this section.
UniqueElementValues
Note: A record appears in the uniqueelementvalues table only if the asset's Unique ID element (as it appears in the Asset Editor) contains a value. |
Properties
Two properties are associated with the unique element:
cmee.unique-element.enable
cmee.unique-element.per-assettype
Note: Repeatedly toggling this property from true to false can result in unexpected system behavior. |
Sample Scenarios
cmee.unique-element.per-assettype
is set to true cmee.unique-element.per-assettype
is set to false There are two elements for Asset Types, Compliance Templates, and Policies that allow users to view XML-formatted metadata that is attached to an asset. One is based on XPath expressions and the other is based on XSLT transformations. Once added to an asset type, the metadata can be viewed in the Asset Editor and the Asset Detail views. Although the metadata appears in the asset editor, it is for reference only. These viewers do not make the metadata editable.
This section includes the following topics:
When added to an asset type you must specify a Common Metadata type and an XPath. When viewing an asset, if the asset has common metadata of that type, the XPath is evaluated against the common metadata and the resulting items are displayed in the asset as a simple list.
These viewers are imported into Oracle Enterprise Repository. Once imported, they appear as elements that can be added to asset types. There is no configuration of the viewer apart from giving it a name. Once added to an asset type, assets of that type that contain common metadata compatible with the viewer displays the metadata as defined by the XSLT of the viewer.
The Type Manager includes features that allow users to view and edit the XML schemas for Asset Types, Compliance Templates, and Policy Types.
This section describes the configuring options available:
cmee.asseteditor.allow.manual.proxy
is enabled. This procedure is performed in the Type Manager.
The display window does not allow editing of the schema. However, the schema can be saved to the local file system for later use. (Click Save in the window's File menu.)
Note: The schema can also be copied/pasted into a local document to use for validation of Type XML documents. |
The XML Editor enables unvalidated modifications of the XML source for Asset Types, Compliance Templates, and Policy Types.
Caution: Improper changes to the XML source can render all types inoperable. |
Changes made in the XML Editor are not validated and can render a Type unavailable!
This chapter describes the features of the Import Export tool and how to use it to import items into and export items from the Oracle Enterprise Repository.
This chapter includes the following topics:
The Oracle Enterprise Repository Import/Export Tool is designed to allow the interchange of assets and related metadata between instances of Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Archives must be completely self-contained. That is, all dependent data required to fully describe all exported items are also exported. The dependencies are as follows:
For example, when exporting a single Asset, the resultant archive contains that Asset, its associated Asset Type, and any Categorization Types and Relationship Types on which that Asset Type depends. When importing, all data contained within the archive is imported into the destination instance of Oracle Enterprise Repository. Conflicts resulting from the existence of items with the same name are resolved in the following manner:
Note: If your instance of Oracle Enterprise Repository is or will be configured to be secured by Siteminder, then you must configure the policy server to ignore (or unprotect) the following URL to allow the Import/Export tool to function properly http://appserver.example.com/oer/services/ |
This section describes how you can use the Import/Export tool to import or export objects into or from Oracle Enterprise Repository. This section contains the following topics:
The Import/Export tool is available from within Oracle Enterprise Repository in the Admin tab, Import Export page. The Oracle Enterprise Repository user is required to have the Admin role specified by the system setting "Admin Role" (enterprise.security.roletype.admin
).
The Import/Export tool is a Java WebStart program that downloads and launches when invoked.
The Export operation enables you to search for objects in Oracle Enterprise Repository to export. You can search for Asset Types, Assets, Categorization Types, and Relationship Types. The result of the Export operation is a .zip file with the searched for objects and all dependencies of that object. By default, a sample parameter.properties
file is contained within the resulting .zip file.
The Import operation takes a .zip file that was exported by the Import/Export tool and load the contained items into Oracle Enterprise Repository. The behavior for the Import is determined by META-INF/parameter.properties or a series of default actions.
Oracle Enterprise Repository Administrators who must move data between different instances of Oracle Enterprise Repository must use the Import/Export tool or the Oracle Enterprise Repository OpenAPI. When the Import/Export tool is utilized, a parameter.properties
file must be included in the .zip bundle before performing the import operation. The Export operation creates a placeholder file located in the /META-INF
directory.
Each import bundle contains a /META-INF directory. This directory contains a file that controls how the Import/Export tool behaves when the bundle is imported. If the parameter.properties
file does not exist, it must be created before any Import operation.
The supported parameters in the properties file are listed with the legal values for the parameter:
PreserveUUIDs
Standard.saver.assettype.props.duplicate.matching
Standard.saver.assettype.props.duplicate.handling
Standard.saver.relationshiptype.props.duplicate.handling
Standard.saver.metadata.props.duplicate.handling
Standard.saver.metadata.props.duplicate.handling
A sample parameter.properties
file with all options included is as follows:
If the parameter.properties
file does not exist in a .zip bundle, the default behavior on Import is as follows:
Asset Type
Acceptable Value List
Categorization Type
Relationship Type
Metadata Entries
Metadata Entry Type
The Import/Export Tool can be run as a stand-alone client or launched from within Oracle Enterprise Repository from the Admin screen. The Import/Export Tool requires JDK 1.4.2 or later.
The Import/Export Tool is launched from the Admin tab. Due to the nature of the Import/Export Tool and the amount of data required for a comprehensive backup, the tool is restricted to users who are assigned the Admin role, such as the built-in admin user. The link to launch the Import/Export tool is visible only to users with the Admin role.
The Import/Export section on the Admin tab is enabled and configured by a property in system settings. If the section is not visible for a user with the Admin role, then verify that the following system setting is enabled and set to True:
cmee.importexport.enabled
Note: Since Import/Export is a self-contained tool utilizing REX, you are required to log in again after launching it from Oracle Enterprise Repository. |
Ensure that the JDK (1.4.2 or later) is on the command path and that JAVA_HOME
is set. Copy the impexp/ directory from the install media and execute the following:
impexp.bat
sh./impexp.sh
Upon launching the Import/Export Tool, the user is prompted to enter connection information for Oracle Enterprise Repository, as shown in Figure 4-1.
Note: You are not always prompted for credentials, except in the SSO environment. |
Path to the Oracle Enterprise Repository installation, usually the same as the servlet path, as defined in the system settings. Example: http://appserver.example.com/oer/
Name of a user who has been granted the Admin role within Oracle Enterprise Repository.
Password for the user specified above.
To set a maximum time in milliseconds that an Import/Export tool can run before it is automatically killed by the job monitor, a new system setting must be configured:
cmee.extframework.impexp.monitor.maxruntime
This procedure is performed on the Oracle Enterprise Repository Admin screen.
Figure 4-2 Export Tab
Use the Select Entities to Export to identify the entities to be exported. This selection determines the specific behavior of the export client in subsequent steps.
Note: Variations in the size and complexity of the exported items affects the speed of this process and the behavior of the progress bar. |
A summary of the export is displayed on completion, as shown in Figure 4-5.
On Microsoft Windows platforms, Windows Explorer opens to the folder where the archive was saved (assuming system permissions allow shell execution from the application).
This procedure is performed on the Oracle Enterprise Repository Admin screen.
A summary of the import is displayed on completion, as shown in Figure 4-8.
Note: When running the Import/Export tool, importing larger data sets may cause available memory issues. To avoid, save the |
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