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Preface

Welcome to the Oracle Database Advanced Security Administrator's Guide for the 11g Release 1 (11.1) of Oracle Advanced Security.

Oracle Advanced Security contains a comprehensive suite of security features that protect enterprise networks and securely extend them to the Internet. It provides a single source of integration with multiple network encryption and authentication solutions, single sign-on services, and security protocols.

The Oracle Database Advanced Security Administrator's Guide describes how to implement, configure and administer Oracle Advanced Security.

This preface contains these topics:

	
Audience


	
Documentation Accessibility


	
Organization


	
Related Documentation


	
Conventions





Audience

The Oracle Database Advanced Security Administrator's Guide is intended for users and systems professionals involved with the implementation, configuration, and administration of Oracle Advanced Security including:

	
Implementation consultants


	
System administrators


	
Security administrators


	
Database administrators (DBAs)








Documentation Accessibility

For information about Oracle's commitment to accessibility, visit the Oracle Accessibility Program website at http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=docacc.


Access to Oracle Support

Oracle customers have access to electronic support through My Oracle Support. For information, visit http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=info or visit http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=trs if you are hearing impaired.





Organization

This document contains the following chapters:


Part I, "Getting Started with Oracle Advanced Security"


Chapter 1, "Introduction to Oracle Advanced Security"

This chapter provides an overview of Oracle Advanced Security features provided with this release.


Chapter 2, "Configuration and Administration Tools Overview"

This chapter provides an introduction and overview of Oracle Advanced Security GUI and command-line tools.


Part II, "Data Encryption and Integrity"


Chapter 3, "Securing Stored Data Using Transparent Data Encryption"

This chapter provides an overview of the transparent data encryption feature introduced in Oracle Advanced Security 11g Release 1 (11.1). It describes how to configure and use transparent data encryption services.


Chapter 4, "Configuring Network Data Encryption and Integrity for Oracle Servers and Clients"

This chapter describes how to configure data encryption and integrity within an existing Oracle Net Services 11g Release 1 (11.1) network.


Chapter 5, "Configuring Network Authentication, Encryption, and Integrity for Thin JDBC Clients"

This chapter provides an overview of the Java implementation of Oracle Advanced Security, which lets Thin Java Database Connectivity (JDBC) clients securely connect to Oracle Database databases.


Part III, "Oracle Advanced Security Strong Authentication"


Chapter 6, "Configuring RADIUS Authentication"

This chapter describes how to configure Oracle for use with RADIUS (Remote Authentication Dial-In User Service). It provides an overview of how RADIUS works within an Oracle environment, and describes how to enable RADIUS authentication and accounting. It also introduces the challenge-response user interface that third party vendors can customize to integrate with third party authentication devices.


Chapter 7, "Configuring Kerberos Authentication"

This chapter describes how to configure Oracle for use with MIT Kerberos and provides a brief overview of steps to configure Kerberos to authenticate Oracle users. It also includes a brief section that discusses interoperability between the Oracle Advanced Security Kerberos adapter and a Microsoft KDC.


Chapter 8, "Configuring Secure Sockets Layer Authentication"

This chapter describes how Oracle Advanced Security supports a public key infrastructure (PKI). It includes a discussion of configuring and using the Secure Sockets Layer (SSL), certificate validation, and hardware security module support features of Oracle Advanced Security.


Chapter 9, "Using Oracle Wallet Manager"

This chapter describes how to use Oracle Wallet Manager to manage Oracle wallets and PKI credentials.


Chapter 10, "Configuring Multiple Authentication Methods and Disabling Oracle Advanced Security"

This chapter describes the authentication methods that can be used with Oracle Advanced Security, and how to use conventional user name and password authentication. It also describes how to configure the network so that Oracle clients can use a specific authentication method, and Oracle servers can accept any method specified.


Part IV, "Appendixes"


Appendix A, "Data Encryption and Integrity Parameters"

This appendix describes Oracle Advanced Security data encryption and integrity configuration parameters.


Appendix B, "Authentication Parameters"

This appendix describes Oracle Advanced Security authentication configuration file parameters.


Appendix C, "Integrating Authentication Devices Using RADIUS"

This appendix explains how third party authentication device vendors can integrate their devices and customize the graphical user interface used in RADIUS challenge-response authentication.


Appendix D, "Oracle Advanced Security FIPS 140-1 Settings"

This appendix describes the sqlnet.ora configuration parameters required to comply with the FIPS 140-1 Level 2 evaluated configuration.


Appendix E, "Oracle Advanced Security FIPS 140-2 Settings"

This appendix describes the configuration parameters required to comply with the FIPS 140-2 Level 2 evaluated configuration.


Appendix F, "orapki Utility"

This appendix provides the syntax for the orapki command line utility. This utility must be used to manage certificate revocation lists (CRLs). You can also use this utility to create and manage Oracle wallets; create certificate requests, signed certificates, and user certificates for testing purposes; and to export certificates and certificate requests from Oracle wallets.


Appendix G, "Entrust-Enabled SSL Authentication"

This appendix describes how to configure and use Entrust-enabled Oracle Advanced Security for Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) authentication.
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Related Documentation

For more information, refer to these Oracle resources:

	
Oracle Database Net Services Administrator's Guide


	
Oracle Database Heterogeneous Connectivity Administrator's Guide


	
Oracle Database JDBC Developer's Guide and Reference


	
Oracle Internet Directory Administrator's Guide


	
Oracle Database Administrator's Guide


	
Oracle Database Security Guide




Many books in the documentation set use the sample schemas of the seed database, which is installed by default when you install Oracle. Refer to Oracle Database Sample Schemas for information on how these schemas were created and how you can use them yourself.

Printed documentation is available for sale in the Oracle Store at


https://oraclestore.oracle.com/OA_HTML/ibeCZzpHome.jsp


To download free release notes, installation documentation, white papers, or other collateral, please visit the Oracle Technology Network (OTN). You must register online before using OTN; registration is free and can be done at


http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/index.html


For security-specific information on OTN, visit

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/topics/security/whatsnew/index.html

For the latest version of the Oracle documentation, including this guide, visit

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/documentation/index.html

For information from third-party vendors, refer to:

	
ACE/Server Administration Manual, from Security Dynamics


	
ACE/Server Client for UNIX, from Security Dynamics
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Notes about building and installing Kerberos from Kerberos version 5 source distribution
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Administering Entrust/PKI on UNIX


	
Application Environment Specification/Distributed Computing
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Applied Cryptography, Second Edition: Protocols, Algorithms, and Source Code in C by Bruce Schneier. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1996.


	
SSL & TLS Essentials: Securing the Web by Stephen A. Thomas. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 2000.


	
Understanding and Deploying LDAP Directory Services by Timothy A. Howes, Ph.D., Mark C. Smith, and Gordon S. Good . Indianapolis: New Riders Publishing, 1999.
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Conventions

This section describes the conventions used in the text and code examples of this documentation set. It describes:

	
Conventions in Text


	
Conventions in Code Examples


	
Conventions for Windows Operating Systems





Conventions in Text

We use various conventions in text to help you more quickly identify special terms. The following table describes those conventions and provides examples of their use.


	Convention	Meaning	Example
	Bold	Bold typeface indicates terms that are defined in the text or terms that appear in a glossary, or both.	When you specify this clause, you create an index-organized table.
	Italics	Italic typeface indicates book titles or emphasis.	Oracle Database Concepts
Ensure that the recovery catalog and target database do not reside on the same disk.


	UPPERCASE monospace (fixed-width) font	Uppercase monospace typeface indicates elements supplied by the system. Such elements include parameters, privileges, data types, RMAN keywords, SQL keywords, SQL*Plus or utility commands, packages and methods, as well as system-supplied column names, database objects and structures, user names, and roles.	You can specify this clause only for a NUMBER column.
You can back up the database by using the BACKUP command.

Query the TABLE_NAME column in the USER_TABLES data dictionary view.

Use the DBMS_STATS.GENERATE_STATS procedure.


	lowercase monospace (fixed-width) font	Lowercase monospace typeface indicates executables, filenames, directory names, and sample user-supplied elements. Such elements include computer and database names, net service names, and connect identifiers, as well as user-supplied database objects and structures, column names, packages and classes, user names and roles, program units, and parameter values.
Note: Some programmatic elements use a mixture of UPPERCASE and lowercase. Enter these elements as shown.

	Enter sqlplus to open SQL*Plus.
The password is specified in the orapwd file.

Back up the data files and control files in the /disk1/oracle/dbs directory.

The department_id, department_name, and location_id columns are in the hr.departments table.

Set the QUERY_REWRITE_ENABLED initialization parameter to true.

Connect as oe user.

The JRepUtil class implements these methods.


	lowercase italic monospace (fixed-width) font	Lowercase italic monospace font represents placeholders or variables.	You can specify the parallel_clause.
Run Uold_release.SQL where old_release refers to the release you installed prior to upgrading.









Conventions in Code Examples

Code examples illustrate SQL, PL/SQL, SQL*Plus, or other command-line statements. They are displayed in a monospace (fixed-width) font and separated from normal text as shown in this example:


SELECT username FROM dba_users WHERE username = 'MIGRATE';


The following table describes typographic conventions used in code examples and provides examples of their use.


	Convention	Meaning	Example
	

[ ]

	Brackets enclose one or more optional items. Do not enter the brackets.	

DECIMAL (digits [ , precision ])


	

{ }

	Braces enclose two or more items, one of which is required. Do not enter the braces.	

{ENABLE | DISABLE}


	

|



	A vertical bar represents a choice of two or more options within brackets or braces. Enter one of the options. Do not enter the vertical bar.	

{ENABLE | DISABLE}
[COMPRESS | NOCOMPRESS]


	

...

	Horizontal ellipsis points indicate either:
	
That we have omitted parts of the code that are not directly related to the example


	
That you can repeat a portion of the code




	

CREATE TABLE ... AS subquery;

SELECT col1, col2, ... , coln FROM employees;


	

 .
 .
 .

	Vertical ellipsis points indicate that we have omitted several lines of code not directly related to the example.	

SQL> SELECT NAME FROM V$DATAFILE;
NAME
------------------------------------
/fsl/dbs/tbs_01.dbf
/fs1/dbs/tbs_02.dbf
.
.
.
/fsl/dbs/tbs_09.dbf
9 rows selected.


	Other notation	You must enter symbols other than brackets, braces, vertical bars, and ellipsis points as shown.	

acctbal NUMBER(11,2);
acct    CONSTANT NUMBER(4) := 3;


	

Italics

	Italicized text indicates placeholders or variables for which you must supply particular values.	

CONNECT SYSTEM/system_password
DB_NAME = database_name


	

UPPERCASE

	Uppercase typeface indicates elements supplied by the system. We show these terms in uppercase in order to distinguish them from terms you define. Unless terms appear in brackets, enter them in the order and with the spelling shown. However, because these terms are not case sensitive, you can enter them in lowercase.	

SELECT last_name, employee_id FROM employees;
SELECT * FROM USER_TABLES;
DROP TABLE hr.employees;


	

lowercase

	Lowercase typeface indicates programmatic elements that you supply. For example, lowercase indicates names of tables, columns, or files.
Note: Some programmatic elements use a mixture of UPPERCASE and lowercase. Enter these elements as shown.

	

SELECT last_name, employee_id FROM employees;
sqlplus hr/hr
CREATE USER mjones IDENTIFIED BY ty3MU9;









Conventions for Windows Operating Systems

The following table describes conventions for Windows operating systems and provides examples of their use.


	Convention	Meaning	Example
	Select Start	How to start a program.	To start the Database Configuration Assistant, Select Start, Programs, Oracle - HOME_NAME, Configuration and Migration Tools, Database Configuration Assistant.
	File and directory names	File and directory names are not case sensitive. The following special characters are not allowed: left angle bracket (<), right angle bracket (>), colon (:), double quotation marks ("), slash (/), pipe (|), and dash (-). The special character backslash (\) is treated as an element separator, even when it appears in quotes. If the file name begins with \\, then Windows assumes it uses the Universal Naming Convention.	

c:\winnt"\"system32 is the same as C:\WINNT\SYSTEM32


	C:\>	Represents the Windows command prompt of the current hard disk drive. The escape character in a command prompt is the caret (^). Your prompt reflects the subdirectory in which you are working. Referred to as the command prompt in this manual.	

C:\oracle\oradata>


	Special characters	The backslash (\) special character is sometimes required as an escape character for the double quotation mark (") special character at the Windows command prompt. Parentheses and the single quotation mark (') do not require an escape character. Refer to your Windows operating system documentation for more information on escape and special characters.	

C:\>exp scott/tiger TABLES=emp QUERY=\"WHERE job='SALESMAN' and sal<1600\"
C:\>imp SYSTEM/password FROMUSER=scott TABLES=(emp, dept)


	

HOME_NAME

	Represents the Oracle home name. The home name can be up to 16 alphanumeric characters. The only special character allowed in the home name is the underscore.	

C:\> net start OracleHOME_NAMETNSListener


	ORACLE_HOME and ORACLE_BASE	In releases prior to Oracle8i release 8.1.3, when you installed Oracle components, all subdirectories were located under a top level ORACLE_HOME directory. For Windows, the default location was C:\orant.
This release complies with Optimal Flexible Architecture (OFA) guidelines. All subdirectories are not under a top level ORACLE_HOME directory. There is a top level directory called ORACLE_BASE that by default is C:\oracle. If you install the latest Oracle release on a computer with no other Oracle software installed, then the default setting for the first Oracle home directory is C:\oracle\orann, where nn is the latest release number. The Oracle home directory is located directly under ORACLE_BASE.

All directory path examples in this guide follow OFA conventions.

Refer to Oracle Database Platform Guide for Windows for additional information about OFA compliances and for information about installing Oracle products in non-OFA compliant directories.

	Go to the ORACLE_BASE\ORACLE_HOME\rdbms\admin directory.












What's New in Oracle Advanced Security?

This section describes new features of Oracle Advanced Security 11g Release 1 (11.1) and provides pointers to additional information.


Oracle Database 11g Release 1 (11.1) New Features in Oracle Advanced Security

This release includes the following new features:

	
Enhanced Transparent Data Encryption

Transparent Data Encryption enables you to encrypt data in columns without having to manage the encryption key. Businesses can protect sensitive data in their databases without having to make changes to their applications.

Oracle Advanced Security uses industry standard encryption algorithms including AES and 3DES to encrypt columns that have been marked for encryption. Key Management is handled by the database. SQL interfaces to Key Management hide the complexity of encryption.

You can now encrypt entire tablespaces using tablespace encryption. All objects created in the encrypted tablespace are automatically encrypted. See "About Tablespace Encryption" in Chapter 3, "Securing Stored Data Using Transparent Data Encryption" for more information.

Transparent Data Encryption now enables you to use a hardware security module (HSM) to store the master encryption key. This allows for enhanced security.




	
See Also:

"Supported Encryption Algorithms" for more information on the encryption algorithms that are supported.
Chapter 3, "Securing Stored Data Using Transparent Data Encryption" for more information on implementing and using Transparent Data Encryption.










	
Kerberos authentication is more secure and manageable

The Kerberos implementation now makes use of secure encryption algorithms like 3DES and AES in place of DES. This makes using Kerberos more secure. The Kerberos authentication mechanism in Oracle Database now supports the following encryption types:

	
DES3-CBC-SHA (DES3 algorithm in CBC mode with HMAC-SHA1 as checksum)


	
RC4-HMAC (RC4 algorithm with HMAC-MD5 as checksum)


	
AES128-CTS (AES algorithm with 128-bit key in CTS mode with HMAC-SHA1 as checksum)


	
AES256-CTS (AES algoritm with 256-bit key in CTS mode with HMAC-SHA1 as checksum)




The Kerberos implementation has been enhanced to interoperate smoothly with Microsoft and MIT Key Distribution Centers.

The Kerberos prinicipal name can now contain more than 30 characters. It is no longer restricted by the number of characters allowed in a database user name.




	
See Also:

Chapter 7, "Configuring Kerberos Authentication"













	
Note:

In this release, the features of Multiplexing and Connection Pooling do not work with SSL transport. Refer to Oracle Database JDBC Developer's Guide and Reference for details of encryption support available in JDBC.













Part I


Getting Started with Oracle Advanced Security

This part introduces Oracle Advanced Security, describing security solutions it provides, its features, and its tools.

Part I contains the following chapters:

	
Chapter 1, "Introduction to Oracle Advanced Security"


	
Chapter 2, "Configuration and Administration Tools Overview"






 
1 Introduction to Oracle Advanced Security

This chapter introduces Oracle Advanced Security, summarizes the security risks it addresses, and describes its features. These features are available to database and related products that interface with Oracle Net Services, including Oracle Database, Oracle Application Server, and Oracle Identity Management infrastructure.

This chapter contains the following topics:

	
Security Challenges in an Enterprise Environment


	
Solving Security Challenges with Oracle Advanced Security


	
Oracle Advanced Security Architecture


	
System Requirements


	
Oracle Advanced Security Restrictions






1.1 Security Challenges in an Enterprise Environment

To increase efficiency and lower costs, companies adopt strategies to automate business processes. One such strategy is to conduct more business on the Web, but that requires greater computing power, translating to higher IT costs. In response to rising IT costs, more and more businesses are considering enterprise grid computing architecture where inexpensive computers act as one powerful system. While such strategies improve the bottom line, they introduce risks, which are associated with securing data in motion and managing an ever increasing number of user identities.

This section examines the security challenges of today's enterprise computing environments in the following topics:

	
Security in Enterprise Grid Computing Environments


	
Security in an Intranet or Internet Environment


	
Common Security Threats






1.1.1 Security in Enterprise Grid Computing Environments

Grid computing is a computing architecture that coordinates large numbers of servers and storage to act as a single large computer. It provides flexibility, lower costs, and IT investment protection because inexpensive, off-the-shelf components can be added to the grid as business needs change. While providing significant benefits, grid computing environments present unique security requirements because their computing resources are distributed and often heterogeneous. The following sections discuss these requirements:


Distributed Environment Security Requirements

Enterprise grid computing pools distributed business computing resources to cost effectively harness the power of clustered servers and storage. A distributed environment requires secure network connections. Even more critical in grid environments, it is necessary to have a uniform definition of "who is the user" and "what is the user allowed to do." Without such uniform definitions, administrators frequently must assign, manage, and revoke authorizations for every user on different software applications to protect employee, customer, and partner information. This is expensive because it takes time, which drives up costs. Consequently, the cost savings gained with grid computing are lost.


Heterogeneous Environment Security Requirements

Because grid computing environments often grow as business needs change, computing resources are added over time, resulting in diverse collections of hardware and software. Such heterogeneous environments require support for different types of authentication mechanisms which adhere to industry standards. Without strict adherence to industry standards, integrating heterogeneous components becomes costly and time consuming. Once again the benefits of grid computing are squandered when the appropriate infrastructure is not present.






1.1.2 Security in an Intranet or Internet Environment

Oracle databases power the largest and most popular Web sites on the Internet. In record numbers, organizations throughout the world are deploying distributed databases and client/server applications based on Oracle Database and Oracle Net Services. This proliferation of distributed computing is matched by an increase in the amount of information that organizations place on computers. Employee and financial records, customer orders, product information, and other sensitive data have moved from filing cabinets to file structures. The volume of sensitive information on the Web has thus increased the value of data that can be compromised.






1.1.3 Common Security Threats

The increased volume of data in distributed, heterogeneous environments exposes users to a variety of security threats, including the following:

	
Eavesdropping and Data Theft


	
Data Tampering


	
Falsifying User Identities


	
Password-Related Threats






1.1.3.1 Eavesdropping and Data Theft

Over the Internet and in wide area network environments, both public carriers and private networks route portions of their network through insecure land lines, vulnerable microwave and satellite links, or a number of servers— exposing valuable data to interested third parties. In local area network environments within a building or campus, the potential exists for insiders with access to the physical wiring to view data not intended for them, and network sniffers can be installed to eavesdrop on network traffic.






1.1.3.2 Data Tampering

Distributed environments bring with them the possibility that a malicious third party can compromise integrity by tampering with data as it moves between sites.






1.1.3.3 Falsifying User Identities

In a distributed environment, it is more feasible for a user to falsify an identity to gain access to sensitive information. How can you be sure that user Pat connecting to Server A from Client B really is user Pat?

Moreover, in distributed environments, malefactors can hijack connections. How can you be sure that Client B and Server A are what they claim to be? A transaction that should go from the Personnel system on Server A to the Payroll system on Server B could be intercepted in transit and re-routed to a terminal masquerading as Server B.






1.1.3.4 Password-Related Threats

In large systems, users typically must remember multiple passwords for the different applications and services that they use. For example, a developer can have access to a development application on a workstation, a PC for sending e-mail, and several computers or intranet sites for testing, reporting bugs, and managing configurations.

Users typically respond to the problem of managing multiple passwords in several ways:

	
They may select easy-to-guess passwords, such as a name, a fictional character, or a word found in a dictionary. All of these passwords are vulnerable to dictionary attacks.


	
They may also choose to standardize passwords so that they are the same on all systems or Web sites. This results in a potentially large exposure in the event of a compromised password. They can also use passwords with slight variations that can be easily derived from known passwords.


	
Users with complex passwords may write them down where an attacker can easily find them, or they may just forget them, requiring costly administration and support efforts.




All of these strategies compromise password secrecy and service availability. Moreover, administration of multiple user accounts and passwords is complex, time-consuming, and expensive.










1.2 Solving Security Challenges with Oracle Advanced Security

To solve enterprise computing security problems, Oracle Advanced Security provides industry standards-based data privacy, integrity, authentication, single sign-on, and access authorization in a variety of ways. For example, you can configure either Oracle Net native encryption or Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) for data privacy. Oracle Advanced Security also provides the choice of several strong authentication methods, including Kerberos, smart cards, and digital certificates.

Oracle Advanced Security provides the following security features:

	
Data Encryption


	
Strong Authentication






1.2.1 Data Encryption

Sensitive information that is stored in your database or that travels over enterprise networks and the Internet can be protected by encryption algorithms. An encryption algorithm transforms information into a form that cannot be deciphered without a decryption key.

Figure 1-1 shows how encryption works to ensure the security of a transaction sent over the network. For example, if a manager approves a bonus, this data should be encrypted when sent over the network to avoid eavesdropping. If all communication between the client, the database, and the application server is encrypted, then when the manager sends the bonus amount to the database, it is protected.


Figure 1-1 Encryption

[image: Description of Figure 1-1 follows]






This section discusses the following topics:

	
Supported Encryption Algorithms


	
Data Integrity


	
Federal Information Processing Standard






1.2.1.1 Supported Encryption Algorithms

Oracle Advanced Security provides the following encryption algorithms to protect the privacy of network data transmissions:

	
RC4 Encryption:


	
DES Encryption :


	
Triple-DES Encryption :


	
Advanced Encryption Standard:




Selecting the network encryption algorithm is a user configuration option, providing varying levels of security and performance for different types of data transfers.

Prior versions of Oracle Advanced Security provided three editions: Domestic, Upgrade, and Export, each with different key lengths. Oracle Advanced Security 11g Release 1 (11.1) contains a complete complement of the available encryption algorithms and key lengths, previously only available in the Domestic edition. Users deploying prior versions of the product can obtain the Domestic edition for a specific product release.




	
Note:

The U.S. government has relaxed its export guidelines for encryption products. Accordingly, Oracle can ship Oracle Advanced Security with its strongest encryption features to all of its customers.









1.2.1.1.1 RC4 Encryption:

The RC4 encryption module uses the RSA Security, Inc., RC4 encryption algorithm. Using a secret, randomly-generated key unique to each session, all network traffic is fully safeguarded including all data values, SQL statements, and stored procedure calls and results. The client, server, or both, can request or require the use of the encryption module to guarantee that data is protected. Oracle's optimized implementation provides a high degree of security for a minimal performance penalty. For the RC4 algorithm, Oracle provides encryption key lengths of 40-bits, 56-bits, 128-bits, and 256-bits.






1.2.1.1.2 DES Encryption :

Oracle Advanced Security implements the U.S. Data Encryption Standard algorithm (DES) with a standard, optimized 56-bit key encryption algorithm and also provides DES40, a 40-bit version, for backward compatibility.






1.2.1.1.3 Triple-DES Encryption :

Oracle Advanced Security also supports Triple-DES encryption (3DES), which encrypts message data with three passes of the DES algorithm. 3DES provides a high degree of message security, but with a performance penalty. The magnitude of penalty depends on the speed of the processor performing the encryption. 3DES typically takes three times as long to encrypt a data block as compared with the standard DES algorithm.

3DES is available in two-key and three-key versions, with effective key lengths of 112-bits and 168-bits, respectively. Both versions operate in outer Cipher Block Chaining (CBC) mode.






1.2.1.1.4 Advanced Encryption Standard:

Approved by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) in Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) Publication 197, Advanced Encryption Standard (AES) is a new cryptographic algorithm standard developed to replace DES. AES is a symmetric block cipher that can process data blocks of 128 bits, using cipher keys with lengths of 128, 192, and 256 bits, which are referred to as AES-128, AES-192, and AES-256, respectively. All three versions operate in outer-CBC mode.




	
See Also:

	
Chapter 4, "Configuring Network Data Encryption and Integrity for Oracle Servers and Clients"


	
Appendix A, "Data Encryption and Integrity Parameters"



















1.2.1.2 Data Integrity

To ensure the integrity of data packets during transmission, Oracle Advanced Security can generate a cryptographically secure message digest using MD5 or SHA-1 hashing algorithms and include it with each message sent across a network.

Data integrity algorithms add little overhead and protect against the following attacks:

	
Data modification


	
Deleted packets


	
Replay attacks



	
Note:

SHA-1 is slightly slower than MD5 but produces a larger message digest, making it more secure against brute-force collision and inversion attacks.









	
See Also:

Chapter 4, "Configuring Network Data Encryption and Integrity for Oracle Servers and Clients", for information about MD5 and SHA-1















1.2.1.3 Federal Information Processing Standard

Oracle Advanced Security Release 8.1.6 has been validated under U.S. Federal Information Processing Standard 140-1 (FIPS) at the Level 2 security level. This provides independent confirmation that Oracle Advanced Security conforms to federal government standards. FIPS 140-1 related configuration settings are described in Appendix D, "Oracle Advanced Security FIPS 140-1 Settings".

The cryptographic libraries for SSL included in Oracle Database 10g have been validated under FIPS 140-2 at the Level 2 security level. FIPS 140-2 related configuration settings are described in Appendix E, "Oracle Advanced Security FIPS 140-2 Settings".








1.2.2 Strong Authentication

Authentication is used to prove the identity of the user. Authenticating user identity is imperative in distributed environments, without which there can be little confidence in network security. Passwords are the most common means of authentication. Oracle Advanced Security enables strong authentication with Oracle authentication adapters that support various third-party authentication services, including SSL with digital certificates.

Figure 1-2 shows user authentication with an Oracle database instance configured to use a third-party authentication server. Having a central facility to authenticate all members of the network (clients to servers, servers to servers, users to both clients and servers) is one effective way to address the threat of network nodes falsifying their identities.


Figure 1-2 Strong Authentication with Oracle Authentication Adapters

[image: Description of Figure 1-2 follows]






This section contains the following topics:

	
Centralized Authentication and Single Sign-On


	
Supported Authentication Methods






1.2.2.1 Centralized Authentication and Single Sign-On

Centralized authentication also provides the benefit of single sign-on (SSO) for users. Single sign-on enables users to access multiple accounts and applications with a single password. A user only needs to login once and can then automatically connect to any other service without having to giving user name and password again. Single sign-on eliminates the need for the user to remember and administer multiple passwords, reducing the time spent logging into multiple services.


1.2.2.1.1 How Centralized Network Authentication Works

Figure 1-3 shows how a centralized network authentication service typically operates.


Figure 1-3 How a Network Authentication Service Authenticates a User

[image: Description of Figure 1-3 follows]






The following steps describe how centralized Network Authentication Process works.

	
A user (client) requests authentication services and provides identifying information, such as a token or password.


	
The authentication server validates the user's identity and passes a ticket or credentials back to the client, which may include an expiration time.


	
The client passes these credentials to the Oracle server concurrent with a service request, such as connection to a database.


	
The server sends the credentials back to the authentication server for authentication.


	
The authentication server checks the credentials and notifies the Oracle server.


	
If the credentials were accepted by the authentication server, then the Oracle server authenticates the user. If the authentication server rejected the credentials, then authentication fails, and the service request is denied.











1.2.2.2 Supported Authentication Methods


Oracle Advanced Security supports the following industry-standard authentication methods:

	
Kerberos


	
Remote Authentication Dial-In User Service (RADIUS) :


	
Secure Sockets Layer (with digital certificates)


	
Entrust/PKI :






1.2.2.2.1 Kerberos

Oracle Advanced Security support for Kerberos provides the benefits of single sign-on and centralized authentication of Oracle users. Kerberos is a trusted third-party authentication system that relies on shared secrets. It presumes that the third party is secure, and provides single sign-on capabilities, centralized password storage, database link authentication, and enhanced PC security. It does this through a Kerberos authentication server. Refer to Chapter 7, "Configuring Kerberos Authentication" for information about configuring and using this adapter.




	
Note:

Oracle authentication for Kerberos provides database link authentication (also called proxy authentication). Kerberos is also an authentication method that is supported with Enterprise User Security.












1.2.2.2.2  Remote Authentication Dial-In User Service (RADIUS) :

RADIUS is a client/server security protocol that is most widely known for enabling remote authentication and access. Oracle Advanced Security uses this standard in a client/server network environment to enable use of any authentication method that supports the RADIUS protocol. RADIUS can be used with a variety of authentication mechanisms, including token cards and smart cards.




	
See Also:

Chapter 6, "Configuring RADIUS Authentication" for information about configuring and using RADIUS








	
Smart Cards

A RADIUS-compliant smart card is a credit card-like hardware device which has memory and a processor. It is read by a smart card reader located at the client workstation.


	
Token Cards

Token cards (Secure ID or RADIUS-compliant) can improve ease of use through several different mechanisms. Some token cards dynamically display one-time passwords that are synchronized with an authentication service. The server can verify the password provided by the token card at any given time by contacting the authentication service. Other token cards have a keypad and operate on a challenge-response basis. In this case, the server offers a challenge (a number) that the user enters into a token card. The token card provides a response (another number cryptographically derived from the challenge) that the user enters and sends to the server.

You can use SecurID tokens through the RADIUS adapter.









1.2.2.2.3 Secure Sockets Layer

Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) is an industry standard protocol for securing network connections. SSL provides authentication, data encryption, and data integrity.

The SSL protocol is the foundation of a public key infrastructure (PKI). For authentication, SSL uses digital certificates that comply with the X.509v3 standard and a public and private key pair.

Oracle Advanced Security SSL can be used to secure communications between any client and any server. You can configure SSL to provide authentication for the server only, the client only, or both client and server. You can also configure SSL features in combination with other authentication methods supported by Oracle Advanced Security (database user names and passwords, RADIUS, and Kerberos).

To support your PKI implementation, Oracle Advanced Security includes the following features in addition to SSL:

	
Oracle wallets, where you can store PKI credentials


	
Oracle Wallet Manager, which you can use to manage your Oracle wallets


	
Certificate validation with certificate revocation lists (CRLs)


	
Hardware security module support




	
See Also:

	
Chapter 8, "Configuring Secure Sockets Layer Authentication" for conceptual, configuration, and usage information about SSL, certificate validation, and hardware security modules


	
Chapter 9, "Using Oracle Wallet Manager" for information about using this tool to manage Oracle wallets


	
Chapter 10, "Configuring Multiple Authentication Methods and Disabling Oracle Advanced Security" for information about configuring SSL in combination with other authentication methods




















1.2.2.2.4 Entrust/PKI :

Oracle Advanced Security supports the public key infrastructure provided by the Entrust/PKI software from Entrust Technologies, Inc. Entrust-enabled Oracle Advanced Security lets Entrust users incorporate Entrust single sign-on into their Oracle applications, and it lets Oracle users incorporate Entrust-based single sign-on into Oracle applications.




	
See Also:

Appendix G, "Entrust-Enabled SSL Authentication" for more information about this feature


















1.3 Oracle Advanced Security Architecture

Oracle Advanced Security complements an Oracle server or client installation with advanced security features. Figure 1-4 shows the Oracle Advanced Security architecture within an Oracle networking environment.


Figure 1-4 Oracle Advanced Security in an Oracle Networking Environment

[image: Description of Figure 1-4 follows]






Oracle Advanced Security supports authentication through adapters that are similar to the existing Oracle protocol adapters. As shown in Figure 1-5, authentication adapters integrate the Oracle Net interface, and allow existing applications to take advantage of new authentication systems transparently, without any changes to the application.


Figure 1-5 Oracle Net Services with Authentication Adapters

[image: Description of Figure 1-5 follows]









	
See Also:

Oracle Database Net Services Administrator's Guide for more information about stack communications in an Oracle networking environment












1.4 System Requirements

Oracle Advanced Security is an add-on product bundled with the Oracle Net Server or Oracle Net Client. It must be purchased and installed on both the client and the server.

Oracle Advanced Security 11g Release 1 (11.1) requires Oracle Net 11g Release 1 (11.1) and supports Oracle Database Enterprise Edition. Table 1-1 lists additional system requirements.




	
Note:

Oracle Advanced Security is not available with Oracle Database Standard Edition.








Table 1-1 Authentication Methods and System Requirements

	Authentication Method	System Requirements
	
Kerberos

	
	
MIT Kerberos Version 5, release 1.1


	
The Kerberos authentication server must be installed on a physically secure system.





	
RADIUS

	
	
A RADIUS server that is compliant with the standards in the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) RFC #2138, Remote Authentication Dial In User Service (RADIUS) and RFC #2139 RADIUS Accounting.


	
To enable challenge-response authentication, you must run RADIUS on an operating system that supports the Java Native Interface as specified in release 1.1 of the Java Deve