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Welcome to Oracle Retail Markdown Optimization (MDO) Release 13.1.3.

This document contains the release notes for the MDO v13.1.3 and highlights the 
enhancements and fixed defects for this release. 

MDO 13.1.3 Build IDs:

Hardware and Software Requirements
For more information on the hardware and software requirements, see the Oracle Retail 
Markdown Optimization Installation Guide.

Upgrading to Markdown Optimization
For more information on upgrading to MDO Release 13.1.3, see the Oracle Retail 
Markdown Optimization Installation Guide.

Noteworthy Bug Fixes in this Release
The following bugs have been fixed in MDO Release 13.1.3:

Note: Installation media files for an Enterprise release (13.x) are 
available on the Oracle Electronic Delivery Web site 
(http://edelivery.oracle.com) and Patch releases (13.1.x) and 
Hot Fixes (13.1.x.y) are available on the My Oracle Support Web site 
(https://support.oracle.com). 

Table 1 Package Matrix Build IDs

Component Name Version Number

MDO 13.1.3 Price-13.1.3-242-201101200300-259736

Framework 3.1.3 Framework-3.1.3-128-201101190900-259705

Installer 3.1.3 Installer-3.1.3-130-201101190950-259705

Suite 3.1.3 Suite-3.1.3-129-201101190915-259705

Enginepkg 5.4.3 Enginepkg-5.4.3-219-201101191130-259705

APC-MDO 13.1.2 APC_MDO-13.1.2-152-200912220200-247175
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16712 – The tables and indexes in NOLOGGING mode have been changed to 
LOGGING mode.

17072 – The Maintaining Merchandise view now supports configurations with more 
than 1000 worksheets. The module used to throw an error earlier for more than 1000 
worksheets case.

17283 – The calculation has been fixed for the'Total Buy' metric in the case when a 
forecast for an item was not available.

17322 – The model start date calculation has been fixed for items with negative net 
sales in the beginning of life.

17391 – The message that was provided for What If in the situation when the item did 
not have a model run forecast due to insufficient data has been modified.

17392 – The MD_FLAG_VIEW metric (Markdown status of the item) now displays the 
correct value (instead of garbled characters) for an aggregated Merchandise 
Maintenance View.

17412 - In the Report Creation pop-up message, the spelling of "Optimization" has 
been corrected.

17416 – The issues with BRM rules deletion when the attributes are null has been fixed.

17716 – The proj_oh_units_eff_dt calculation when item is projected to be sold out 
before the week of effective date has been fixed.

18016 – The out-of-memory issue that occurred while processing a heavy load of small 
reports or a few large reports has been fixed. Two additional configuration properties 
have been added. See the section"Configuration Changes" for details.

Documentation Change
The special character ampersand (&) should be included in the list of special 
characters that are not permitted in the standard interface flat files (as described on 
page 2-2 of the Oracle Retail Markdown Optimization Operations Guide).

Configuration Changes
The following changes are for Reporting module (see 18016.)

The MDO reporting module uses the application server JVM memory. The MDO 
report columns are configured based on XML file. Memory usage is directly 
proportional to the report size, which in turn depends on the number of columns and 
rows. An out-of-memory exception and a server crash can be mapped to the following 
scenarios.

■ Creating a single large report.

■ Running more than one report concurrently. 

For the first issue, the maximum records in the report should be set based on the JVM 
memory available for reports.The maximum rows limit can be set in the relevant 
report xml file. An excerpt from the report xml:sample-md-analysis-report-1.xml 
present in $CONFIGROOT/Price/grids is shown below:

<report xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance"

   xsi:noNamespaceSchemaLocation="../../../../CommonComponents/conf/Grid.xsd"
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        name="p4pgui.reports.sampleMDAnalysisReport1"     
generator-class="com.profitlogic.pricefe.util.reports.appcommon.GenericP4PItemRepo
rtGenerator"

        show-row-group-only="false"

        show-report-header="true"

        max-rows="40000"

        zip-stream="false"   

For the second issue, when more than one report is running in parallel, the total heap 
size used is the sum of the heap sizes used by each report.

The following two configuration parameters have been added to address this issue:

p4pgui.reports.concurrency = true
 When this parameter is set to false, MDO processes one report at a time sequentially. 
This limits the heap size used by the reporting module. When this parameter is set to 
true (the default), all the pending reports are run in parallel. The heap size used 
depends on the number of reports running at that time and the number of records per 
report.   

When this parameter is set to true, MDO processes the reports requests in parallel 
mode.

p4pgui.max.reports = 25
This parameter defines the hard limit for the number of pending report requests. Users 
requesting reports will be prompted to try again later when the number of pending 
requests reaches this limit. The default value is 25. Set this value depending on the 
heap size available for reports and the number of records per report.

Both the properties are defined in 
<MDOInstalledDirectory>/config/Price/config.properties and are commented by 
default.

Screen Message Modifications
The Impact/Usage of the configuration parameters are as follows:

■ Set p4pgui.max.reports to a higher value and p4pgui.reports.concurrency=false.

This setting is recommended when many large reports have to be processed. 

This can result in a increase in the time it takes to process the reports.

■ Set p4pgui.max.reports to a higher value and p4pgui.reports.concurrency=true.

This setting is recommended when a large number of small reports have to be 
processed quickly.

This can result in an OutOfMemoryException. This setting is equivalent to the 
previous report module behavior.

■ Set p4pgui.max.reports to a lower value and p4pgui.reports.concurrency=true.

This setting is recommended when only a few small reports have to be processed.

This can result in the "max report reached" alert message.

■ Set p4pgui.max.reports to a lower value and p4pgui.reports.concurrency=false.
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This setting is recommended when large reports have to be processed.

This can result in a "max report reached" alert message. It may be necessary to 
re-submit the report.

The messages that are displayed to the user during the processing of reports have been 
modified, as described below. The user sees the number of reports in the queue (if 
there are any) in the dialog box as well as the original message.

Scenario 1
If there are reports in the queue, the following message is displayed:

"This report is being submitted to the Oracle Retail Markdown Optimization report 
engine for generation. If you entered an email address a message will be sent to you 
when the report is ready for viewing.

<no of reports in queue> report/reports <is/are> in queue already. Would you like to 
continue?"

Scenario 2
When the user requests a report, but the number of reports in queue has reached the 
maximum limit, the following message is displayed: 

"The maximum number of reports which can be processed are <no of running reports> 
and they are already running. Your request cannot be processed now. Please try later."

Documentation Accessibility
Our goal is to make Oracle products, services, and supporting documentation 
accessible to all users, including users that are disabled. To that end, our 
documentation includes features that make information available to users of assistive 
technology. This documentation is available in HTML format, and contains markup to 
facilitate access by the disabled community. Accessibility standards will continue to 
evolve over time, and Oracle is actively engaged with other market-leading 
technology vendors to address technical obstacles so that our documentation can be 
accessible to all of our customers. For more information, visit the Oracle Accessibility 
Program Web site at http://www.oracle.com/accessibility/.

Accessibility of Code Examples in Documentation
Screen readers may not always correctly read the code examples in this document. The 
conventions for writing code require that closing braces should appear on an 
otherwise empty line; however, some screen readers may not always read a line of text 
that consists solely of a bracket or brace.

Accessibility of Links to External Web Sites in Documentation
This documentation may contain links to Web sites of other companies or 
organizations that Oracle does not own or control. Oracle neither evaluates nor makes 
any representations regarding the accessibility of these Web sites.

Access to Oracle Support
Oracle customers have access to electronic support through My Oracle Support. For 
information, visit http://www.oracle.com/support/contact.html or visit 
http://www.oracle.com/accessibility/support.html if you are hearing 
impaired.
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Copyright © 2011 Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

This software and related documentation are provided under a license agreement containing restrictions on use and disclosure and are protected 
by intellectual property laws. Except as expressly permitted in your license agreement or allowed by law, you may not use, copy, reproduce, translate, 
broadcast, modify, license, transmit, distribute, exhibit, perform, publish, or display any part, in any form, or by any means. Reverse engineering, 
disassembly, or decompilation of this software, unless required by law for interoperability, is prohibited.

The information contained herein is subject to change without notice and is not warranted to be error-free. If you find any errors, please report them 
to us in writing.

If this software or related documentation is delivered to the U.S. Government or anyone licensing it on behalf of the U.S. Government, the following 
notice is applicable:

U.S. GOVERNMENT RIGHTS Programs, software, databases, and related documentation and technical data delivered to U.S. Government 
customers are "commercial computer software" or "commercial technical data" pursuant to the applicable Federal Acquisition Regulation and 
agency-specific supplemental regulations. As such, the use, duplication, disclosure, modification, and adaptation shall be subject to the restrictions 
and license terms set forth in the applicable Government contract, and, to the extent applicable by the terms of the Government contract, the 
additional rights set forth in FAR 52.227-19, Commercial Computer Software License (December 2007). Oracle USA, Inc., 500 Oracle Parkway, 
Redwood City, CA 94065.

This software is developed for general use in a variety of information management applications. It is not developed or intended for use in any 
inherently dangerous applications, including applications which may create a risk of personal injury. If you use this software in dangerous applications, 
then you shall be responsible to take all appropriate fail-safe, backup, redundancy, and other measures to ensure the safe use of this software. 
Oracle Corporation and its affiliates disclaim any liability for any damages caused by use of this software in dangerous applications.

Oracle is a registered trademark of Oracle Corporation and/or its affiliates. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

This software and documentation may provide access to or information on content, products, and services from third parties. Oracle Corporation 
and its affiliates are not responsible for and expressly disclaim all warranties of any kind with respect to third-party content, products, and services. 
Oracle Corporation and its affiliates will not be responsible for any loss, costs, or damages incurred due to your access to or use of third-party 
content, products, or services.

Value-Added Reseller (VAR) Language

Oracle Retail VAR Applications

The following restrictions and provisions only apply to the programs referred to in this section and licensed to you. You acknowledge that the 
programs may contain third party software (VAR applications) licensed to Oracle. Depending upon your product and its version number, the VAR 
applications may include: 

(i) the MicroStrategy Components developed and licensed by MicroStrategy Services Corporation (MicroStrategy) of McLean, Virginia to Oracle 
and imbedded in the MicroStrategy for Oracle Retail Data Warehouse and MicroStrategy for Oracle Retail Planning & Optimization applications.

(ii) the Wavelink component developed and licensed by Wavelink Corporation (Wavelink) of Kirkland, Washington, to Oracle and imbedded in 
Oracle Retail Mobile Store Inventory Management.

(iii) the software component known as Access Via™ licensed by Access Via of Seattle, Washington, and imbedded in Oracle Retail Signs and 
Oracle Retail Labels and Tags.

(iv) the software component known as Adobe Flex™ licensed by Adobe Systems Incorporated of San Jose, California, and imbedded in Oracle 
Retail Promotion Planning & Optimization application.

You acknowledge and confirm that Oracle grants you use of only the object code of the VAR Applications. Oracle will not deliver source code to 
the VAR Applications to you. Notwithstanding any other term or condition of the agreement and this ordering document, you shall not cause or 
permit alteration of any VAR Applications. For purposes of this section, "alteration" refers to all alterations, translations, upgrades, enhancements, 
customizations or modifications of all or any portion of the VAR Applications including all reconfigurations, reassembly or reverse assembly, 
re-engineering or reverse engineering and recompilations or reverse compilations of the VAR Applications or any derivatives of the VAR Applications. 
You acknowledge that it shall be a breach of the agreement to utilize the relationship, and/or confidential information of the VAR Applications for 
purposes of competitive discovery.

The VAR Applications contain trade secrets of Oracle and Oracle's licensors and Customer shall not attempt, cause, or permit the alteration, 
decompilation, reverse engineering, disassembly or other reduction of the VAR Applications to a human perceivable form. Oracle reserves the right 
to replace, with functional equivalent software, any of the VAR Applications in future releases of the applicable program.
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