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Introduction: 
 

This document will explain in detail the handling of Future Price Quotes in Materials 
Control. 
 
This functionality will replace the former “2nd Price” model and allows to define unlimited 
price quotes for future dates per combination Article + Packing Unit + Supplier. 
 
Please note that there is no “Undo” function. Once activated the function cannot be 
disabled anymore. 
 

PRE-REQUISITES: 
 

APPLICATION VERSION: 
The minimum required version of Materials Control is 8.6.6.10.43.1296. 

RDBMS: 
Future Price Quotes can be used on Oracle databases only at the moment. This function 
is currently not available on Centura SQLBase. 

 

MCWEB: 
 
This function will be supported in MCweb in version 8.6.6.30.39.1340 and higher only. 
 
In older versions the MCweb application will just look into the current price quotes and not 
check for future prices.
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Activation and Setup: 
 
 
This chapter will explain how to activate the functionality in general and how to setup the 
Future Price Quotes (FPQ). 
 

ACTIVATION: 
 
Go to System > Database Update and switch to the tab “Settings”: 
 

 
 
Here click on the button “System Settings”: 
 

 
 
Activate the new option “Future Price Quotes Management” and click OK to close the 
dialog. 
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The system will now ask once for confirmation if the application really should be changed 
to use Future Price Quotes. 
 
“No” will return to the dialog. 
 
“Yes” will start the activation process. 
 

 
 
As first step a Database Reorganization must be done. Click “Yes” to proceed. 
 

 
 
The system now has generated automatically new Future Price Quotes valid from current 
date onwards without any end date. These Future Price Quotes will not be stored in the 
usual table BESTEINH, but in a separate table named PriceQuotes. 
 
Always the valid copy only will be stored in the known table BESTEINH. 
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CREATION OF NEW PRICE QUOTES: 
 
Start the Price Quote module. 
 

 
 
Click on the “New” icon in the toolbar: 
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This dialog was redesigned completely. Enter the usual details: 
 

 
 
The user can click “OK” and proceed with the next new price quote or click on “Add 
Future Price Quote”. This will allow the user to create the current and the future prices in 
one step. 
 

 
 
For details about the new function please read the next chapter. 
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SETUP OF FPQS: 
 
Start the Price Quote module. 
 

 
 
The layout of this module has changed a bit. The checkbox “2nd Price” is no longer 
available since this function is no longer required. 
 
Instead of this now the new button “Future Price Quotes” is available. 
 
Select any price quote and click on the button: 
 
NOTE: This function to generate Future Price Quotes is not available if multiple records 
are marked. The system will inform the user with the following message: 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 © MICROS-FIDELIO GmbH, 2010  Page 10 of 24 

 
 
The system will now show all entries for the selected record. When first entering the FPQ 
dialog only one record for the current Price Quote will be shown. 
 
Click on the button “New”: 
 

 
 
Here the user now can define the details for the future price. 
 

 
 
Click on OK: 
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The system now immediately adjusts the existing record with a “Valid to” date for the last 
day before the new definition (30.11.2010) and inserts two new records. One for the 
details defined in the dialog (01.12.2010 – 30.12.2010) and one more record using the 
current details to be used after the new entered record is no longer valid (> 30.12.2010 / 
= 31.12.2010). This is by default in order to enable receivings after the last “Valid to” date. 
 
Click again on “New” and define another record as shown here: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Now the system has created just one new record (> 31.12.2010 / = 01.01.2011) since 
there is no end date defined for the new record. 
 
Create a new record again as shown below: 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 © MICROS-FIDELIO GmbH, 2010  Page 12 of 24 

 
 

 
 
The system automatically has adjusted the existing records in order to “squeeze in” the 
new price. 
 
 
Handling of Suppliers using foreign currencies: 
 
When working with suppliers using foreign currencies usually the quotes are delivered in 
the suppliers currency. In order to support this the prices can be entered in both, system 
and foreign currency: 
 

 
 
The application will then use the defined exchange rate to recalculate the other price. 
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When changing the exchange rate the system will adjust the price in system currency 
only, since the FC price is the agreed one. 
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FUNCTIONALITY: 
 
 
This chapter will explain the behavior in the different modules. 
 

PURCHASE ORDERS: 
 
Creation of new direct orders: 
At creation of Purchase Orders the system now will select, based on the defined delivery 
date, the valid price for the combination “article + unit + supplier”: 
 

 
 
Please compare the screens below with the defined prices above: 
 
Delivery Date Nov. 30th 2010: 
 

 
 
 
Delivery Date Dec. 5th 2010: 
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Delivery Date Jan. 9th 2010: 
 

 
 
 
Change placed orders: 
When changing placed orders the system does not check for the valid price in the Future 
Price Quotes! 
 

 
 
In that case the user is responsible that the correct price is used in the PO. 
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PURCHASE MANAGER: 
 
If a user assigned to a Purchase Manager creates a document in the Purchase Order 
module, this is send to the Purchase Manager Inbox. But the user still selects the price 
quotes to be used. 
Besides that the behavior is exactly the same for this type of users as for other users not 
assigned to a Purchase Manager. 
 
Once the Purchase Request is placed and sent to the Purchase Manager, he can pick up 
the document in the appropriate module. 
 
When reviewing the details of one or more documents in the bottom grid the system 
shows the records with the price valid for the defined delivery date: 
 

 
 
Here now the Purchase Manager could… 
a) double click on a position and edit the record in the usual price selection dialog: 
 

 
 
Depending on the delivery date the system will show the valid price here. 
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b) use the function “Apply Changes” : 
 

 
 
If the user changes the delivery date here, the system will adjust the price if required: 
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RESOLVE REQUISITIONS: 
 
When placing requisitions the user does not select the price. He just specifies the cost 
center, delivery date, article, unit and quantity:  
 

 
 
Such a request then is sent to the Purchase Manager module > Resolve Requisitions: 
 

 
 
Here the Purchase Manager can review and edit the records. Here he can either…. 
 
a) double click on a position and edit the record in the usual price selection dialog: 
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Depending on the delivery date the system will show the valid price here. 
 
b) use the function “Auto Assign”: 
 

 
 
Using this function the system assigns (if possible) the default price quote to all records: 
 

 
 
c) use the function “Apply Changes”: 
 

 
 
If the user changes the delivery date here, the system will check the prices first: 
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Confirm with “Yes” to adjust the price if required: 
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ASSORTMENTS: 
 
When using assortments in the ordering process the system will check for the valid price 
quotes as well. 
 

 
 
Select the assortment from the Purchase Order Overview. Based on the system settings 
the application will create the order list with the expected delivery date and insert the valid 
prices for this date: 
 

 
 
Now the user can review and edit the records. Here he can ... 
 

a) double click on a position and edit the record in the usual price selection dialog: 
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Depending on the delivery date the system will show the valid price here. 
 
 

b) use the function “Apply Changes”: 
 

 
 
If the user changes the delivery date here, the system will check the prices first: 
 

 
 
Confirm with “Yes” to adjust the price if required: 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: Receiving Assortments will not check for Future Price Quotes or historic prices!  
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PRICE QUOTE MAINTENANCE THROUGH SCHEDULER: 
 
The valid price quotes are still read from the table BESTEINH. But here the future price 
quotes are not available as these are stored in a separate location.  
 
In order to update the current price quotes, a job was integrated in the MC Scheduler. 
The access to this job is secured by a user right: 
 

 
 
This right must be set to schedule the job. 
 
Go to System > Scheduler > select the job “Check / Update Prices”: 
 

 
 
This job should be executed every day before the usual business starts. 
 
During execution the job creates a log file (stored in the standard log folder) as shown 
below: 
 
PU101124.nnn: 
- PU: Abbreviation for Purchase 
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- 10: The first two digits represent the year, here 2010. 
- 11: This is the numeric identification for the month, here November 
- 24: This is the day of the date, here the 24th.  
- .nnn: Represents a sequential counter per day) 
 
 This log file was generated on November 24th 2010. 
 

 
 
The log file also could be send automatically via Email. It will use the same configuration 
as e.g. B2B Notifications. 
 
The usual Mail Configuration must be done. In addition to that the receipients must be 
defined. This has to be done at System > Configuration > [IFCB2B] > Email_Notify: 
 

 
 
Once this is active the system will send the log file to the defined address(es). 
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