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0BIntroduction: 
 
This function allows to assign an additional code to stock articles, which is generated 
based on pre-defined parameters. This code is automatically distributed to all related 
purchase articles as well. 
 
It can be used in the Purchase Statistics per Article / per Supplier as filter option. 
 

1BSetup: 
 

3BConfiguration: 
 
Go to System > Configuration > FBV8.INI > [CUSTOM] > ManagedArtCode: 
 

 
 
After re-opening the Master Data module the former standard field “Article Code” will be 
closed for editing now.  
 

 
 

Next to the field the user will find the button  to open a dialog box. This dialog box 
offers various selections which will generate the article code then. 
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The article code is created out of numeric and alphanumeric definitions made for every 
selected group plus a suggested (consecutive) number. 
 
Algorithm of the generated Article Code: 
[Major Group Code].[Article Group Code].[Subgroup Code].[consecutive Group Number] 
 
Example: 02.22.UG120.0006 
 
This article code is not unique and can be re-defined by every user that has access to 
this module. 
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4BGroup Definition: 

6BVersions 8.7.10.43.1382 and older: 
 
The groups that can be selected in the article code generation dialog are stored in a file 
called ManagedArticles.INI. This file can be found in the root of the Materials Control 
installation directory. 
The installation setups will not contain a file called ManagedArticles.INI, but 
ManagedArticles.ORG. 
Adjust this file as necessary and rename it to ManagedArticles.INI. 
 
Edit the file: 
(this is just an example for the group code definition!) 
 

 
 
The file is divided into 3 sections: 
 
UMajor Groups (red frame): 
The first section [Group0] defines the “Major Group Code” in the dialog. 
The records listed below are the different major groups. The alpha-numeric code at the 
end of the line defines the section for the Article Group Code. 
 
“2=”   sequential number per line 
“Beer”   Description 
“;02”   alpha-numeric Code 
 
Example: 
2= Beer;02 refers to Article Group [Group02] 
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If the user selects the Major Group Code “Beer” the corresponding Article Groups defined 
in [Group02] will be available in the selection box for the Article Group Code. 
 
In addition to this the code (here 02) defines the first part of the Article Code. 
“02.” 
 
 
UArticle Groups (blue frame): 
The second section [GroupXX] defines the “Article Group Code” in the dialog. 
The records listed below are the different article groups.  
 
After the selection of the Major Group Code (here “Beer”) the user will see the related 
Article Groups defined in this section in [Group02]. 
 
“1=”   sequential number per line 
“Beer Local Bottled” Description 
“;20”   alpha-numeric Code 
 
Example: The user selects “Beer Local Bottled” 
 

 
 
This will define now the second part of the article code. 
“02.20.” 
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The term [Groupxx] must not be translated! Otherwise the groups will not be 
visible in the application! 
 
USubgroups (green frame): 
The third section [GroupUG] defines the “Subgroup Code” in the dialog. 
The records listed below are the different Subgroups.  
 
This group does not have any relation to the groups selected before. 
 
“1=”   sequential number per line 
“UG120”   Description 
 
Example: The user selects UG120 
 

  
 
This will define now the third part of the article code. 
“02.20.UG120.” 
 
The fourth part of the code is defined through the last field in the dialog “Group Number” 
that can be entered manually of automatically by using the button suggested 
 

 
 
“02.20.UG120.0006” 
  
Please don’t forget to save the article after the generation of the new article code! 
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7BVersions 8.7.20.39.1422 and higher: 
With version 8.7.20.xx the configuration was changed. 
 

8BExisting Configuration (using INI File) 
During the update to version 8.7.20.xx the system will try to convert the existing 
ManagedArticles.INI (see HUchapter aboveUH) into the new configuration modules. Please 
make sure that the DB Update is executed on a workstation storing the correct INI file. 
This is a one-time migration, working only if no further group code configuration was done 
before. 
The file ManagedArticles.INI will no longer be considered from now on. 
 
Once the update was successfully executed the handling will follow the description below. 

9BNew Configuration 
Three new modules were added to manage the Article Code Generator. Since the Article 
Code feature is not used that often, it was not integrated into the main Master Data Menu. 
 
Open any module (e.g. Articles) in the menu Master Data and here open the menu again: 
 

 
 
These modules are now replacing the file editing in the older versions. 
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UOpen the module Major Group Codes: 
 

 
 
Similar as in the INI file now the Major Group Codes can be defined. 
 
 Please define a Major Group Code description  
 Define an alpha-numeric code.  
 
Example: 
 

 
 
The alpha-numeric code defines the first part of the Article Code. 
 “02.” 
 

Click on the  icon to open the Overview Filter dialog: 
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Add all required filters and click on OK 
 

 
 
Here all existing Major Group Codes are displayed. As usual these can be selected by 
double click for editing. 
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UOpen the module Article Group Codes: 
 

 
 
This module is used to define the “Article Group Code” in the dialog. 
 
 Please define an Article Group Code description  
 Select a Linked Major Group Code 
 Define an alpha-numeric code.  
 
Example: 
 

 
 
The alpha-numeric code defines the second part of the Article Code. 
 “xx.20” 
 

Click on the  icon to open the Overview Filter dialog: 
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Add all required filters and click on OK 
 

 
 
Here all existing Article Group Codes are displayed. As usual these can be selected by 
double click for editing. 
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UOpen the module Subgroup Codes: 
 

 
 
This module is used to define the Subgroup Codes. 
 
These groups do not have any relation to the groups selected before. 
 
 Please define an Subgroup Code description  
 Define an alpha-numeric code.  
 
Example: 
 

 
 
The alpha-numeric code defines the third part of the Article Code. 
 “xx.xx.UG120” 
 
 

Click on the  icon to open the Overview Filter dialog: 
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Add all required filters and click on OK 
 

 
 
Here all existing Article Group Codes are displayed. As usual these can be selected by 
double click for editing. 
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2BPurchase Statistics: 
 
 
The configuration made above now allows to filter in the purchase statistic reports for 
specific group codes.  
 

5BPurchase Statistics per Article / per Supplier: 
 
Go to Purchase > Purchase Analysis > select … 
 Purchase Statistic per Article 
or 
 Purchase Statistic per Supplier 
 

 
 
The small button “…” now opens the same dialog as already seen in the article definition. 
The user can now filter for the defined Article codes. 
 
The selected filter is also displayed in the report’s information box: 
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