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Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization (RPO) assists retail price managers in pricing 
hard-line and grocery items. It is suited for long lifecycle items with infrequent price 
changes. It recommends permanent prices based on initial estimates of an item’s total 
sales volume over a planning period and on price-related sales of items and related 
items.

RPO includes grouping in its pricing analysis because it considers cross-item 
elasticities; that is, RPO considers how price changes for one item may affect the sales 
volume of other items. Users can input objective functions and pricing constraints that 
define the optimization problem. Once these inputs are defined, the pricing optimizer 
recommends prices. Multiple scenarios can be created and evaluated side by side, and 
what–if analysis can be performed within the context of a pricing scenario. After 
analyzing the what-if results and recommended prices, the user can make a final 
decision to submit the recommended prices for the given set of merchandise items and 
locations.

RPO integrates with an application called Oracle Retail Analytic Parameter Calculator 
for Regular Price Optimization (APC-RPO). APC-RPO calculates self and cross-item 
elasticities, which RPO uses to make price recommendations. APC-RPO is a separate 
application with its own installer, but it is available as an additional component in the 
RPO installation media pack. 

Upgrade Note
While not directly related to RPO, the 13.3 Release of Oracle Retail Predictive 
Application Server (RPAS) has undergone a major change to simplify hierarchy 
administration. Full details of these changes are outlined in the 13.3 Oracle Retail 
Predictive Application Server Release Notes. Due to these changes, configuration updates 
have been made to RPO, and you will need to perform additional steps to upgrade 
your RPO domain, such as setting dimension sizes. The upgrade to RPAS 13.3 or later 
for this application includes a conversion process in addition to the normal upgrade 
process. Details are provided in the chapter, “Patch Installation” in the Oracle Retail 
Predictive Application Server Installation Guide.

Note: To enable Near Real Time execution of prices during the day 
between RPO and Oracle Retail Price Management (RPM), or another 
price execution solution, refer to the Hybrid Storage Architecture 
chapter in the 15.0 Oracle Retail Predictive Application Server (RPAS) 
Administration Guide for the Fusion Client.
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Hardware and Software Requirements
See the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization Installation Guide for information about 
the following:

■ Hardware and software requirements

■ Oracle Retail application software compatibility information

Functional Enhancements
RPO 15.0.2 includes the following functional enhancements.

Pre-range Mask for Competitors
A scenario is the combination of item, locations, time frame, and business rules that 
RPO considers when making price recommendations. Sometimes the business rules 
involve competitor prices and users are prompted to select a competitor.

However, there can be multiple competitors and ranging down their number is 
immensely useful.

Moreover, a retailer may compete with certain retailers in some categories, and with 
others in totally different business areas.

To address this fact, RPO allows users to select certain competitors at the scenario level 
using the Scenario Management workbook. Here users can select the competitors that 
are relevant for the items and locations in the scenario. After committing the 
workbook, every time a user works with the scenario with the narrowed list of 
competitors, the user only sees the relevant competitors. 

For example, a user builds the Price Analysis workbook and in the Competition 
Constraints tab there are two worksheets. In the Item Group Level view, when the user 
selects the Competitor drop-down list only shows the competitors selected in Scenario 
Management. Also, the Competition Item Metrics only shows information for the 
selected competitors.

Note: In addition to the selected competitors, RPO always displays 
the min, max, and average prices of the selected competitors.

For additional information, refer to either the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization 
User Guide for the RPAS Classic Client or the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization User 
Guide for the RPAS Fusion Client.

Loading Price Family Constraint
RPO recommends price by considering a goal and the business rules that are 
translated into constraints. One type of business rule is that all items in a group should 
have the same price. For example, all yogurts that are the same size and brand, and 
only differ by flavor. The way to achieve this in RPO is by declaring the item group to 
be a price family. This can be done manually in the Item Management or in the Price 
Analysis workbooks. The relationship can also be maintained in a different system, 
and can easily be loaded in RPO.
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For additional information, refer to either the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization 
User Guide for the RPAS Classic Client or the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization User 
Guide for the RPAS Fusion Client.

Item Linkage
To be able to set constraints among items, at the item or item group level, it is  
necessary to link them. Previously, the linkage would only work one way—  when 
item AA was linked to item BB, then item BB was automatically linked to item  AA. 
RPO is now enhanced to allow the linkage to be unidirectional. Users can specify the 
desired behavior in the Linkage Mode measure.

For additional information, refer to either the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization 
User Guide for the RPAS Classic Client or the Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization User 
Guide for the RPAS Fusion Client.

Note: The Linkage Mode measure may be hidden. 

Noteworthy Defect Fixes
The following table contains issues that have been fixed for the current release.

Affected 
Component Fixed Issue/Defect

Defect 
Number

Configuration Aggregation of a few measures is wrong. For example, the 
VAT had an agg type of total. This was changed to 
average-pop.

25241102

Configuration Constraints for Item Linkage feature were enhanced. Refer 
to "Item Linkage". 

25144071 

Known Issues
The following table contains known issues that have been identified in this release:

Affected 
Component Description

Defect 
Number

Optimization Run time for the Price Optimization batch is longer than 
expected.

18328807

Related Documentation
For more information, see the following documents in the Oracle Retail Regular Price 
Optimization Release 15.0.2 documentation set:

■ Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization Installation Guide

■ Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization Release Notes

■ Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization User Guide for the RPAS Classic Client 

■ Oracle Retail Regular Price Optimization User Guide for the RPAS Fusion Client

■ Oracle Retail Predictive Application Server documentation
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The following documentation may also be needed when implementing RPO:

■ Oracle Retail Planning Batch Script Architecture Implementation Guide

For more information about the Analytic Parameter Calculator for Regular Price 
Optimization (APC-RPO) application, see the Oracle Retail Analytic Parameter 
Calculator for Regular Price Optimization documentation set.

Supplemental Training on My Oracle Support
The following document is available on the My Oracle Support Web site. Access My 
Oracle Support at the following URL:

https://support.oracle.com

Transfer of Information (TOI) Material (ID 732026.1)
Online training is available to Oracle supported customers at product release. These 
online courses provide release-specific product knowledge that enables your 
functional and technical teams to plan, implement and/or upgrade and support 
Oracle Retail applications effectively and efficiently.

Documentation Accessibility
For information about Oracle's commitment to accessibility, visit the Oracle 
Accessibility Program website at 
http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=docacc.

Access to Oracle Support
Oracle customers that have purchased support have access to electronic support 
through My Oracle Support. For information, visit 
http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=info or visit 
http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=trs if you are hearing 
impaired.
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Copyright © 2017, Oracle and/or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

This software and related documentation are provided under a license agreement containing restrictions on use and disclosure and are protected 
by intellectual property laws. Except as expressly permitted in your license agreement or allowed by law, you may not use, copy, reproduce, translate, 
broadcast, modify, license, transmit, distribute, exhibit, perform, publish, or display any part, in any form, or by any means. Reverse engineering, 
disassembly, or decompilation of this software, unless required by law for interoperability, is prohibited.

The information contained herein is subject to change without notice and is not warranted to be error-free. If you find any errors, please report them 
to us in writing.

If this is software or related documentation that is delivered to the U.S. Government or anyone licensing it on behalf of the U.S. Government, the 
following notice is applicable:

U.S. GOVERNMENT END USERS: Oracle programs, including any operating system, integrated software, any programs installed on the hardware, 
and/or documentation, delivered to U.S. Government end users are "commercial computer software" pursuant to the applicable Federal Acquisition 
Regulation and agency-specific supplemental regulations. As such, use, duplication, disclosure, modification, and adaptation of the programs, 
including any operating system, integrated software, any programs installed on the hardware, and/or documentation, shall be subject to license 
terms and license restrictions applicable to the programs. No other rights are granted to the U.S. Government.

This software or hardware is developed for general use in a variety of information management applications. It is not developed or intended for use 
in any inherently dangerous applications, including applications that may create a risk of personal injury. If you use this software or hardware in 
dangerous applications, then you shall be responsible to take all appropriate fail-safe, backup, redundancy, and other measures to ensure its safe 
use. Oracle Corporation and its affiliates disclaim any liability for any damages caused by use of this software or hardware in dangerous applications.

Oracle and Java are registered trademarks of Oracle and/or its affiliates. Other names may be trademarks of their respective owners.

Intel and Intel Xeon are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation. All SPARC trademarks are used under license and are trademarks 
or registered trademarks of SPARC International, Inc. AMD, Opteron, the AMD logo, and the AMD Opteron logo are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Advanced Micro Devices. UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group.

This software or hardware and documentation may provide access to or information on content, products, and services from third parties. Oracle 
Corporation and its affiliates are not responsible for and expressly disclaim all warranties of any kind with respect to third-party content, products, 
and services. Oracle Corporation and its affiliates will not be responsible for any loss, costs, or damages incurred due to your access to or use of 
third-party content, products, or services.

Licensing Note: This media pack includes a Restricted Use license for Oracle Retail Predictive Application Server (RPAS) - Enterprise Engine to 
support Oracle® Retail Regular Price Optimization only.

Value-Added Reseller (VAR) Language

Oracle Retail VAR Applications

The following restrictions and provisions only apply to the programs referred to in this section and licensed to you. You acknowledge that the 
programs may contain third party software (VAR applications) licensed to Oracle. Depending upon your product and its version number, the VAR 
applications may include: 

(i) the MicroStrategy Components developed and licensed by MicroStrategy Services Corporation (MicroStrategy) of McLean, Virginia to Oracle 
and imbedded in the MicroStrategy for Oracle Retail Data Warehouse and MicroStrategy for Oracle Retail Planning & Optimization applications.

(ii) the Wavelink component developed and licensed by Wavelink Corporation (Wavelink) of Kirkland, Washington, to Oracle and imbedded in 
Oracle Retail Mobile Store Inventory Management.

(iii) the software component known as Access Via™ licensed by Access Via of Seattle, Washington, and imbedded in Oracle Retail Signs and 
Oracle Retail Labels and Tags.

(iv) the software component known as Adobe Flex™ licensed by Adobe Systems Incorporated of San Jose, California, and imbedded in Oracle 
Retail Promotion Planning & Optimization application.

You acknowledge and confirm that Oracle grants you use of only the object code of the VAR Applications. Oracle will not deliver source code to 
the VAR Applications to you. Notwithstanding any other term or condition of the agreement and this ordering document, you shall not cause or 
permit alteration of any VAR Applications. For purposes of this section, "alteration" refers to all alterations, translations, upgrades, enhancements, 
customizations or modifications of all or any portion of the VAR Applications including all reconfigurations, reassembly or reverse assembly, 
re-engineering or reverse engineering and recompilations or reverse compilations of the VAR Applications or any derivatives of the VAR Applications. 
You acknowledge that it shall be a breach of the agreement to utilize the relationship, and/or confidential information of the VAR Applications for 
purposes of competitive discovery.

The VAR Applications contain trade secrets of Oracle and Oracle's licensors and Customer shall not attempt, cause, or permit the alteration, 
decompilation, reverse engineering, disassembly or other reduction of the VAR Applications to a human perceivable form. Oracle reserves the right 
to replace, with functional equivalent software, any of the VAR Applications in future releases of the applicable program.
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