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Preface

Preface

Audience

Oracle Business Intelligence Publisher (Bl Publisher) is a reporting and publishing
application that enables you to extract data from multiple data sources, create layouts
for report data, and publish the report to numerous output formats. Bl Publisher also
enables you to schedule reports and deliver the reports to multiple delivery
destinations required by your business.

This document is intended for report designers and developers using Oracle Business
Intelligence Publisher to create reports, configure reports, add translations, and use
other Bl Publisher report design features.

This guide describes how to create report layouts and use Bl Publisher's report editor
to assemble the components of a report. See the guides that are listed in the following
table for more information about using the product for other business roles.

Role Sample Tasks Guide
Administrator Configuring Security Administrator's Guide for Oracle
Configuring System Settings Business Intelligence Publisher

Diagnosing and Monitoring
System Processes

Application developer or  Integrating Bl Publisher into Developer's Guide for Oracle

integrator existing applications using the  Business Intelligence Publisher
application programming
interfaces

Report consumer Viewing reports User's Guide for Oracle Business
Scheduling report jobs Intelligence Publisher

Managing report jobs

Data Model developer Fetching and structuring the Data Modeling Guide for Oracle
data to use in reports Business Intelligence Publisher

Documentation Accessibility

ORACLE

For information about Oracle's commitment to accessibility, visit the Oracle
Accessibility Program website at http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?
ctx=acc&id=docacc.

Access to Oracle Support

Oracle customers that have purchased support have access to electronic support
through My Oracle Support. For information, visit http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/
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lookup?ctx=acc&id=info or visit http://www.oracle.com/pls/topic/lookup?ctx=acc&id=trs
if you are hearing impaired.

Related Documentation and Other Resources

See the Oracle Business Intelligence documentation library for a list of related Oracle
Business Intelligence documents.

In addition:

e Go to the Oracle Learning Library for Oracle Business Intelligence-related online
training resources.

e Go to the Product Information Center Support note (Article ID 1338762.1) on My
Oracle Support at https://support.oracle.com

System Requirements and Certification

Refer to the system requirements and certification documentation for information about
hardware and software requirements, platforms, databases, and other information.
Both of these documents are available on Oracle Technology Network (OTN).

The system requirements document covers information such as hardware and
software requirements, minimum disk space and memory requirements, and required
system libraries, packages, or patches:

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/ias/downloads/fusion-
requirements-100147.htmi

The certification document covers supported installation types, platforms, operating
systems, databases, JDKs, and third-party products:

http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/middleware/ias/downloads/fusion-
certification-100350.html

Conventions

The following text conventions are used in this document:

Convention Meaning

boldface Boldface type indicates graphical user interface elements associated
with an action, or terms defined in text or the glossary.

italic Italic type indicates book titles, emphasis, or placeholder variables for
which you supply particular values.

monospace Monospace type indicates commands within a paragraph, URLs, code
in examples, text that appears on the screen, or text that you enter.
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New Features for Report Designers

New Features for Report Designers

This preface describes changes to the Oracle Bl Publisher report designer.

* New Features and Changes for Release 12c (12.2.1.1.0)

New Features and Changes for Release 12¢ (12.2.1.3.0)

This section includes new features and changes for Oracle Bl Publisher 12¢
(12.2.1.3.0).

Defining Job Priority

You can assign critical, normal, or low priority for a report in the Report Properties
page. Bl Publisher processes the reports based on the report priority. See Setting the
General Properties.

Using New Functions and Commands in eText Templates
You can use the following new functions, commands, operator in an eText template:

»  XPATH function to generate the XSL template. See Functions.

* Variable handling functions. See the descriptions of AddToVar, AddToVar,
ResetVar, and SetVar functions in Functions.

*  Numeric sorting commands. See DEFINE LEVEL Command and Command and
Column Header Key Words.

* Union operator. See Operators.

Generating CSV Output

You can choose to generate the report output only in CSV files. See Generating CSV
Output.

Applying Heading Styles in RTF Templates

You can apply Heading 1 through Heading 6 styles in a Microsoft Word RTF template.
The corresponding HTML output use H1, H2, H3, H4, H5, and H6 tags respectively.
See Defining Styles for Paragraphs and Headings.

Defining Layout Tables

You can use layout tables to arrange text in rows and columns. Layout tables do not
use table headers and table summary. See Defining a Layout Table.

Selecting the PDF/A-2B Version for PDF/A Output

You can select the PDF/A-1B or PDF/A-2B version of PDF/A standard when you
configure the PDF/A output. See PDF/A Output Properties.
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Testing Templates with Template Viewer

You can use Template Viewer to test templates. See Testing Templates with Template
Viewer.

Specifying Multiple Templates for Splitting Data from Reports into Multiple
Sheets

You can specify multiple templates to split the data from reports into multiple sheets.
See Splitting Data from Reports into Multiple Sheets.

New Features and Changes for Release 12¢ (12.2.1.1.0)

ORACLE

This section includes new features and changes for Oracle Bl Publisher 12¢
(12.2.1.1.0).

XSLT Profiling in Template Viewer

XSL time logging commands are added to the XSL template to enable time
measurements, which acts as a profiling tool. When the template is run, a log.csv file
is generated which measures the time across the XSL code. See Using XSLT Profiling
in Template Viewer.
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Creating Reports and Layouts
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This part describes how to create reports and layouts.
It includes the following chapters:

e Introduction to Designing Reports

* Creating and Editing Reports

*  Creating Bl Publisher Layout Templates

e Creating RTF Templates

e Creating RTF Templates Using the Template Builder for Word
e Creating Excel Templates

e Creating PDF Templates

e Creating eText Templates

e Creating Flash Templates

e Setting Report Processing and Output Document Properties



Introduction to Designing Reports

This chapter introduces the components that comprise a Bl Publisher report.
This chapter includes the following sections:

e Overview for Report Designers

e About the Layout Types

e About Setting Run-Time Properties
* About Translations

e About Style Templates

e About Sub Templates

Overview for Report Designers

A report consists of a data model, a layout, and a set of properties.

Optionally, a report may also include a style template and a set of translations. A
report designer performs the following tasks:

» Design the layout for the report. The layout can be created using a variety of tools.
The output and design requirements of a particular report determine the best
layout design tool. Options include the Layout Editor, which is a Web-based layout
design tool and enables interactive output, Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat,
Microsoft Excel, and Adobe Flexbuilder.

*  Set runtime configuration properties for the report.

» Design style templates to enhance a consistent look and feel of reports in your
enterprise.

* Create subtemplates to re-use common functionality across multiple templates.

* Enable translations for a report.

Defining Summary Text for Tables

ORACLE

You can define a text summary to describe a table within a report.
To define summary table text:

1. Select atable.
2. Onthe Properties pane, expand Misc.

3. In the Summary property, enter the table summary text as shown in the following
figure:
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About the Layout Types
} Data Source [ )] 3 @ - Insert  Page Layout | Table
» Components
T Filter £ Highlight
4 Properties R select 10 v £ Highlig
x Delete  + Manage Filters Manage Formats
4 Appearance
Margin Opx Opx 12px 0px @ 50 100 150 200 20 300 350 400 450
4 Misc
Alternate Row Color [ H
Mame Table 3 - /
Start Grouping - Department Mame
Rrwetn Risnlay 40 Department Department
&+
Summary Employee Annual Salary bE Manager Full Mame Tt
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Curtis Davies 5t
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Susan Mavris H

About the Layout Types

Bl Publisher offers several options for designing layouts for reports.

The layout type determines the types of output documents supported. The following
formats are supported.

ORACLE

Bl Publisher layout (XPT)

Bl Publisher's Layout Editor is a Web-based design tool for creating layouts.
Layouts created with the Layout Editor support interactive viewing as well as the
full range of output types supported by RTF layouts.

Rich Text Format (RTF)

Bl Publisher provides a plug-in utility for Microsoft Word that automates layout
design and enables you to connect to Bl Publisher to access data and upload
templates directly from a Microsoft Word session. The RTF format also supports
advanced formatting commands providing the most flexible and powerful of the
layout options. RTF templates support a variety of output types including: Excel
(mhtml), Excel (html), Excel (*.xIsx), HTML, MHTML, PDF, PowerPoint, RTF, and
Zipped PDF.

Portable Document Format (PDF)

PDF templates are used primarily when you must use a predefined form as a
layout for a report (for example, a form provided by a government agency).
Because many PDF forms already contain form fields, using the PDF form as a
template simply requires mapping data elements to the fields that exist on the
form. You can also design PDF templates using Adobe Acrobat Professional. PDF
templates support only PDF output.

Microsoft Excel (XLS)
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Excel templates enable you to map data and define calculations and formatting
logic in an Excel workbook. Excel templates support Microsoft Excel (.xIs) output
only.

e XSL Stylesheet

Layouts can also be defined directly in XSL formatting language. Specify whether
the layout is for Data (CSV), Data (XML), FO Formatted XML, HTML, Text, or XML
transformation.

e eText

These are specialized RTF templates used for creating text output for Electronic
Data Interchange (EDI) or Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) transactions.

 Flash

Bl Publisher's support for Flash layouts enables you to develop Adobe Flex
templates that can be applied to Bl Publisher reports to generate interactive Flash
output documents.

See Creating and Editing Reports.

About Setting Run-Time Properties

Bl Publisher provides a variety of user-controlled settings that are specified using an
easily accessible Properties dialog. These include security settings for individual PDF
reports, HTML output display settings, font mapping, currency formatting, and other
output-specific settings.

See Setting Report Processing and Output Document Properties. These settings are
also configured at the system-level, but can be customized per report.

About Translations

Bl Publisher provides the ability to create an XLIFF file from RTF templates. XLIFF is
the XML Localization Interchange File Format. It is the standard format used by
localization providers. Using Bl Publisher's XLIFF generation tool you can generate the
standard translation file of an RTF template.

You can then translate this file (or send to a translation provider). Once translated, the
file can be uploaded to the report definition under the appropriate locale setting so that
at runtime the translated report runs automatically for users who select the
corresponding locale.

See Translation Support Overview and Concepts.

About Style Templates

ORACLE

A style template is an RTF template that contains style information that can be applied
to layout templates. The style information in the style template is applied to report
layout templates at runtime to achieve a consistent look and feel across your
enterprise reports.

See Creating and Implementing Style Templates.
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About Sub Templates

About Sub Templates

ORACLE

A Sub Template is a piece of formatting functionality that can be defined once and
used multiple times within a single layout template or across multiple layout template
files.

This piece of formatting can be in an RTF file format or an XSL file format. RTF
subtemplates are easy to design as you can use Microsoft Word native features. XSL
subtemplates can be used for complex layout and data requirements.

See Understanding Subtemplates.
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Creating and Editing Reports

This chapter describes how to create and edit Bl Publisher reports.
The chapter includes the following topics:

*  About Report Components

*  Creating Reports: Process Overview

e Creating Reports

* Creating Reports Using a Direct Connection to a Subject Area
* Editing Reports

e Adding Layouts to the Report Definition

*  Configuring Layouts Using the List View

»  Configuring Parameter Settings for the Report

»  Configuring Report Properties

» Accessing Reports via a URL

About Report Components

The first step in creating a new report is to select the source of the data for the report.
A Data Model defines data that is used by a report.

A report typically consists of the following components:

e Data Model
e Layout

e Properties

e Translations

A Data Model may contain multiple data sets and it defines how data fields are
structured in relation to each other. It may also contain parameters with lists of values,
bursting definitions and other structures or properties that determine how data is
provided to a report.

Reports that use Oracle Business Intelligence Subject Areas as the data source do not
require a separate data model. See Creating Reports Using a Direct Connection to a
Subject Area.

The next step is to design a layout for the report data. The layout defines how the data
is presented in the report. A layout consists of a template file and a set of properties
for rendering the template file. Bl Publisher supports templates created from a variety
of sources including Microsoft Word, Adobe Acrobat, Microsoft Excel, Adobe Flash,
and BI Publisher's own layout editor. A report can include multiple layouts.

Next, configure the properties for the report. The report properties enable you to
control many aspects of the report generation, formatting, and display.
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Creating Reports: Process Overview

Optionally, add translations for the report. Bl Publisher's translation support enables
you to include translations for individual layouts or for all translatable strings in the
layout, data model, and the report metadata.

This chapter describes the process of creating a report by selecting a data model,
adding a layout, and configuring properties using the report editor.

Topic More Information
Creating a See Data Modeling Guide for Oracle Business Intelligence Publisher.
data model

Selecting a About the Layout Types
layout type

Creating Creating BI Publisher Layout Templates
specific layout  creating RTF Templates

template types Creating RTF Templates Using the Template Builder for Word
Creating Excel Templates

Creating PDF Templates

Creating Flash Templates

Creating eText Templates

Translating Translation Support Overview and Concepts
reports

Creating Reports: Process Overview

ORACLE

The Create Report process guides you through the steps to create a basic report. After
creating the basic report, use the report editor to configure the report and create
additional layouts.

The Create Report process guides you through the following steps:

1. Launch the Create Report guide to select a data source, and create a basic report.
You can create a simple layout using the guide or add the layout later.

See Creating Reports.

2. Edit the simple report layout that you created using the Create Report guide, or
create a new layout.

See Adding Layouts to the Report Definition.
3. Configure the properties for the layout.

See Configuring Layouts Using the List View.
4. Configure parameters for the report.

See Configuring Parameter Settings for the Report.
5. Configure report properties.

See Configuring Report Properties.

6. Add translations for the layouts. Complete this step if the report requires support
for multiple languages.

See Translation Support Overview and Concepts.
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Creating Reports

Launch the Create Report guide in one of these ways.

From the global header, click New and then click Report.
From the Home page, under the Create region, click Report.
On the catalog toolbar, click New and then click Report.

From the Data Model editor page, click Create Report.

# Note:

If your user interface preference is set to a bidirectional language, the Create
Report guide does not display all components in right-to-left orientation.

Selecting a Data Source

Building a report begins with selecting a data source.

Choose one of the following options to begin building your report:

ORACLE

Use Data Model

Select an existing data model from the catalog.

Click Next to proceed to Choosing Guide Me or Use Report Editor.
Upload Spreadsheet

Upload a Microsoft Excel file (file type.xls or .xIsx). If the uploaded spreadsheet
contains multiple sheets, select the sheet to use as the data source. You can
include data from only one sheet.

To use multiple sheets in a workbook, you first create a data model that includes
each spreadsheet as a data set, and then use that data model as the data source
for the report. See Creating a Data Set Using a Microsoft Excel File in Data
Modeling Guide for Oracle Business Intelligence Publisher.

Click Next to proceed to Choosing Guide Me or Use Report Editor.
Use Subject Area

Select a subject area from the Oracle Bl repository. This option enables you to
directly query the Oracle Bl server and eliminates the need to create a data model
in Bl Publisher. The Create Report guide limits you to one subject area, however,
you can create a report against multiple subject areas using the report editor. See
Creating a Report Against Multiple Subject Areas.

Click Next to proceed to Choosing Guide Me or Use Report Editor.
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Choosing Guide Me or Use Report Editor

You have the option either to choose guide or to use the report editor on the Create

Report page.

The following table describes the options on the Create Report page.

Option

Description

Guide Me

This option guides you through defining the layout of your data in
common predefined report styles. Choose this option to:

»  Create a report with simple components

*  Select a common report style with basic options

*  Quickly view the data in preview mode

Proceed to select the report layout. See Selecting the Report Layout.

Use Report Editor

This option prompts you to save the report and then opens the report
editor. Choose this option to proceed to configure the report or to
create a more complex layout. See Editing Reports.

Selecting the Report Layout

When you choose Guide Me, you are prompted to select the report page options.

After you select the data source for the report, select the report page options and
report layout to define how data is displayed in the report.

To select report layout:

1. Select report page options as follows:

» Select the Portrait or Landscape page option to define the report page

orientation.

* Select the Page Header option to include the date in the report page header.

» Select the Page Footer option to include the page number in the report page

footer.

2. Select one of the following report layouts:

e Table (default)

e Chart

* Pivot Table

e Chart and Table
e Chart and Pivot Table
«  Two Charts and Table

3. Click Next to proceed.

Choosing Columns for Report Layouts

The layout that you select on the Select Layout page drives the remaining pages that
you must complete to create the report.

ORACLE
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For example, if you select the Table layout, Create Table is the next page displayed.

After you select a layout, select the data source columns to include in the report. As
you select columns, sample data for the columns displays on the page. The selected
columns display in the order selected.

Keep the following points in mind about sample data:

» For data models: The Create Report process uses the sample data that is saved
to the data model. If sample data is not attached to the data model, the selected
column headings display without data.

*  For uploaded spreadsheets: Sample data is displayed from the selected
spreadsheet.

* For subject areas: Sample data is displayed directly from the columns in the
subject area.

On the Create Table page you add columns to the layout by dragging and dropping
them from the Data Source pane to the table area.

The columns are displayed in a simple tabular format and the column widths are
automatically adjusted based on the number of selected columns as shown in the
following illustration.

To remove a column from the table, hover your mouse over the upper-right hand
corner of the column header and click Delete.

Create Report X

SelectData SelectLayout Create Chart Create 2nd Chart Create Table Save Report

Drag fields from the Data Source to create the table. Sample data is displayed.

Data Source

D4 Company D3 Organization D1 Office 2- Billed Quantity
A [0 A- sample Sales Genmind Corp Production Org. Figueroa Office 311012
» Time Genmind Corp Production Org. Guadalupe Office 310911
Genmind Corp Froduction Org. River Office 274721
4 Products
Genmind Corp Subcontracted Copper Office 276642
L4 Offices Org.
Genmind Corp Subcontracted Morange Office 287876
4 Sales Person org.
» Custemers Stockplus Inc. Inbound Org. Blue Bell Office 279347
Stockplus Inc. Inbound Org. Foster Office 281633
4 Orders
Stockplus Inc. Inbound Org. Glenn Office 269829
» Other Objects Stockplus Inc. Inbound Org. Montgomery Office 272968
A Facts Stockplus Inc. Inbound Org. Tellara Office 265217
F Base Facts Sged
m 1- Revenue
£ 2- Biled Quanti
- o_ _. T & Shoow Grand Tatals Rowr Prasinu Danart | |

4

Previous | Next Cancel | Finish
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The Show Grand Totals Row option is selected by default to automatically display an
aggregated summary row for all columns. Deselect this option to remove the row from
the table.

Click Preview Report to display the report in the report viewer.

Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

The Chart Layout page supports three types of charts. Choose the chart type by
clicking its icon: Bar, Line, or Pie. Add columns to the chart by dragging and dropping
them from the Data Source pane to the chart area.

The following figure shows the create chart layout. You can specify two values each to
display for the chart Value, Series, and Label.

The layout editor supports a variety of more complex charts. To add more values to
this chart or create another chart type, edit this layout in the layout editor after saving
the report. For more information on creating layout templates, see Creating Bl
Publisher Layout Templates.

Create Report X

Select Data SelectLayout Create Chart Create 2nd Chart Create Table Save Report

Drag fields from the Data Source to create the chart. Sample data is displayed.

Data Source -,
I &
A A - Sample Sales
. 1'I Revenue P4 Brand
A Time F F :
Drop Value Here Drop Series Here
TO00 Calendar Date 90
ﬂ TO1 Per Name Wes
7.5M
ﬂ TO2 Per Name Mor
ﬂTu& Per Name Cir 6.0M M EizTech
ﬂ [ | FunF‘od_
TO04 Per Mame Half 4.5M Il Hom eView
ﬂ TOS5 Per Name Yea
3.0M
A Alternate Calendars
3 731 cal week 1.5M
E 132 cal Month
£T05 Per Name . ..
2011 2012
B T caar Drop Label Here
E3 T34 calHar
E] t3scalvear ~ Preview Report
1 3

Previous | Next Cancel Finish

To remove a value from the chart, hover your mouse over the upper-right hand corner
of the item label and click Delete.

Click Preview Report to display the report in the report viewer.
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Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

Chart and Table Layout

When you select the chart and table layout, you add columns to the Create Chart page
first, click Next, and then the Create Table page displays with the columns that you
previously selected for the chart.

You can also add additional columns and remove columns on this page.

Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

Pivot Table Layout

When you select columns for the pivot table layout, the columns display on the Create
Table page.

The figure below shows the columns displayed.

Create Report X

SelectData SelectLayout Create Chart Create 2nd Chart Create Table Save Report

Drag fields from the Data Source to create the pivottable. Sample data is displayed.

Data Source

u TUD FED INdIme 1ed -
P4 Brand
» Alternate Calendars
[3 Julian Cal TOS Per Name. .. 04 Company 1- Revenue
P 0 Fiscal Cal
» More Time Objects BizTech FunPaod HomeView | Total
1- Revenue | 1- Revenue | 1- Revenue | 1-Re
4 Products
Genmind Corp | 215421074 | 1980258.181 yq03375 04 6127
4 Offices 00000002
2010 Stockplus Inc. 3209986.69 26712247 | 3210421.81 2zl
[ o1 office ol
201324446
I 02 Department Tescare Ltd. a959g0qy | 2589515.88| 278275929 | 8280
D3 Organization ) 1967397.91 | 1818447.70
ﬂ Genmind Corp 216784275 10000001 00000002 5953
ﬂm Company 2011 - [ -5 S5 1 v ) | I T
3
’ ] Orffice Regions
[\ 050 Region
I\ 051 Area - # Show Row Grand Totals # Show Column Grand Tatals Preview -
3 3

Previous Next Cancel Finish

The Show Row Grand Totals option is selected by default. Deselect this option to
hide the row in the table that includes the grand total for each column.

The Show Column Grand Totals option is selected by default. Deselect this option to
hide the column in the table that includes the grand total for each row.

Click Switch Rows and Columns to flip the rows and columns axes.
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Click Preview Report to display the report in the report viewer.

Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

Chart and Pivot Table Layout

When you select the chart and pivot table layout, you add columns to the Create Chart
page first, click Next, and then the Create Table page displays with the columns that
you previously selected for the chart. You can also add additional columns and
remove columns on this page.

Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

Two Charts and Table Layout

When you select the two charts and table layout, you add columns to the Create Chart
page first, click Next, and then Create 2nd Chart.

Once you add columns to the Create 2nd Chart page, click Next to display the Create
Table page. The Create Table page displays with the columns that you already
selected for the first chart. You can also add additional columns and remove columns
on this page.

Click Next to proceed to Saving the Report.

Saving the Report

ORACLE

You can save the report layout and the columns you added.

Use the Save Report page as shown in the following illustration.

Create Report X

SelectData  SelectLayout Create Chart Create 2nd Chart  Create Table Save Report

Congratulations. You created your report!

Would you like to view your report or go to the Layout Editor to customize it?

| View Report
. Run and

Customize Report Layout

Jse the Layout Editor to customize the report

Previous | Next | Cancel Finish

Select one of the following options:
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* To run the report you just created, click View Report and then click Finish. The
final page prompts you to save the report. After saving, Bl Publisher runs and
displays the report in the report viewer.

* To customize the report layout, click Customize Report Layout and then click
Finish. The final page prompts you to save the report. After saving, the report
opens in the layout editor.

For more information about additional report options and layouts, see Editing Reports.

Creating Reports Using a Direct Connection to a Subject

Area

Subject area reports contain queries that are issued directly to the Oracle Bl Server,
therefore the report does not use a Bl Publisher data model.

When you run a report that uses a subject area as a data source, the Oracle Bl Server
optimizes and determines how many queries are actually issued to the database
based on the columns selected for the report.

Keep the following points in mind when creating a subject area report:

* You must use the Create Report guide to create subject area reports.

* No data model is created for a subject area report. Bl Publisher executes the
subject area queries as defined in Oracle Bl Enterprise Edition to retrieve the
report data.

* Inthe Create Report guide, you can only select one subject area for a report. To
create a report that uses multiple subject areas, first create a report against a
single subject area using the Create Report guide and then edit the report in the
report editor to add subject areas. See Creating a Report Against Multiple Subject
Areas.

»  For reports that use a subject area, Bl Publisher calculates subtotals and totals
based on the data received from the Bl Server, which is already summarized. As
Bl Publisher is not performing the summary calculations, certain functions that
require access to the original column data, such as count distinct and average,
may deliver different results in Bl Publisher.

* Hierarchical columns that are available in Oracle Bl Enterprise Edition are not
available for use in subject area reports in Bl Publisher.

* Be aware that if you link multiple fields from unrelated subject areas in a single
report component such as a graph, table, or pivot table, the rendering of the
component may fail because the data cannot be correlated correctly.

Creating Subject Area Reports

ORACLE

You can create a subject area report by launching the create report guide.

To create a subject area report:
1. Launch the Create Report guide.
2. Select a subject area. Only one subject area can be selected.

To report against multiple subject areas, after selecting the first subject area,
select the Use Report Editor option, and click Finish to save the report. Then,
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use the report editor to add the additional subject areas. See Creating a Report
Against Multiple Subject Areas.

3. Follow the prompts to create your report layout as described in Choosing Columns
for Report Layouts.

Adding Parameters to Subject Area Reports

Parameters are usually defined in the data model for Bl Publisher reports. Reports that
run directly against a subject area do not use a data model, therefore, you must use
the report editor to set up parameter definitions for subject area reports.

If you intend to use a subject area report in an Oracle Bl Enterprise Edition dashboard
and you need to use parameters, see User's Guide for Oracle Business Intelligence
Enterprise Edition.

Add parameters to subject area reports

1. Create and save the report as described in Creating Subject Area Reports.

2. Inreport editor, click Parameters to launch the Edit Parameters dialog as shown
in the following figure.

Parameter x

Display Options
Parameter Location Horizontal Region w

Parameter Label Location Place label on side w

Show Apply Button True v
Parameters
+ 2
5 q Row :
Show Name Display Multiple  Label Default Value Edit
Placement
rd P3 LOB Checkboxes v True Line of Business All v 1 /
X Choice List False Company Genmind Con 1 Vs
Company v v pany P v
OK  Cancel

3. Click Add to launch the Select a Column to Define Parameter dialog as shown in
the following figure.
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Columns

| »

4 B A - sample sales

P B Time

4 B Products

P1 Product

P4 Brand

PO Product Humber
PS5 Product Color
P6 Product Size

b B Product Ragged Skipped Lvl -

QK Cancel

Select A Column to Define Parameter x

o

4. Select a parameter column and click OK to launch the Edit Parameter dialog as

shown in the following figure.

The options displayed for selection in the Edit Parameter dialog are driven by the

parameter column data type.

Edit Parameter x
Parameter for
Column P2 Product Type
Label |Product Type
Display